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. a year ſince, the axcher 1 theſe let- 
: ters, and the learned Gentleman, to whom 
they were adareſsd, being occaſionally in con- 
 verſation, arguments aroſe, concerning the 
Arian Scheme and the author, for ſeveral 
Load reaſtns—declining to enter into the con- 
5 Towels, as pleaſantly told by him, that his 
unwillingneſs proceeded, from a conſciouſneſs 
of the badneſs of his cauſe, which, indeed, was 
the only reflection that could have rouſed bem, 
or provoked him, to engage at all in this debate; 
not being willing to enter the liſts, with a Gen- 
tleman, to com he ſtood greatly oblig d. But 
face he Gas ſo preſo d, he deſir d leave to do it 
by letter, and to that end, prayed that Gentie- 
man, to pleaſure him with the peruſal of that 
manuſcript of his, ſo often referr'd to, and 
quoted in the firſt letter; and hich had been 
ſo much talk'd of in the world amongſt men, 
engaged in this controverſy ; and he readiiy 
complying, the author, after ſome conſiderable 
time (in anſwer to it) ſent him the firſt of 
theſe letters, which after he had kept near 
two months, he return'd (according to tl. ak au- 
A Hor 


(i ) 
thor's requeſt, becauſe he had no copy of it) 
ith a very ſport letter, which did not contain 
an anſwer to any one of the author's argu- 
ments, but inſtead thereof, a pamphlet came 
with it, bearing thename of one Chubb, for 
its author. However, in the letter (as ſhort 
as it was) was this aſtoniſhing paragraph, 
(viz.) © According to my ideas of the terms 
* of * your propoſi 'tion, if that propoſition 
could be fairly prov'd to be the doctrine of 
Chriitianity, I ſhould firmly believe the 
whole new Teſtament to be an impoſture, 
and reject it as ſuch, becauſe that propoſiti- 
on directly overthrows the firſt principle of 
natural religion, that there is but one God. 
Upon this (in ſome ſmall time) the author 
ſent him the ſecond letter, hich he cauſed a 
fort of anſ<zer to be wrote to by another hand, 
mrinſelr being then very much indiſpoſed: but 
the author, not has ing leave, from ſome that 
Hate moſt power to grant it, to publiſh ei- 
Her his letter, or that grole by a friend (both 
<hich had nothing ſatisfaftory in them) the 
7 oats will pardon their not ſeeing the light. 
As to theſe letters, they were not dend 
for the preſs ; the author Sas far enough from 
ſuch a thought ; but they having been peruſed 
oy atverſe Gentlemen, that gere call d good 
judges in this controverſy, the author has 
been prev ail d on, or their importunitv „1% 40 - 
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violence to his mclinations, and ſuffer them 


| fo come abroad; in both which letters he has 


aimed more at truth, and conviction, than or- 


2 5 or rules of diſputation, they never being 


Drote over but once, and that too, in a plain, 


5 unaffefled ſeile ; yet it is lop d, that the ar 


guments are coneluſe ve, and that the principal 
heads of this iugenious Gentleman g mann. 
ſcript, are herein ſo fully anſeeer d, that if 

the Scriptures here quoted, and the reaſonings 
from thence deauced, are not ſufficient to con- 


vince gainſayers, the author ſhall deſpair of 
ever doing it, and therefore reſolues to make 


no farther attempt; for which reaſon, he de- 


fares the favour, of all theſe, that are foad of 


engaging in controverſies, that they do not 
trouble themſelves to anſcer what is here ad- 


vanced, for he does not deſgu to reply to any 


thing they may objett : for & [putes are end- 


leſs, and not his province. having neit.bor tn. 


clination, nor leiſure, for ſuch matters. There 
fore, if notwithſtanding aur are ſo trouble- 
ſome as to 210 Ser hereto, in hopes to pro- 
woke him to write in his on defence, he 
hereby pr ae them, it <i!] be labour loſt, 


for that he ſpall, like Gallio in another caſe) - 


care for none of theſe things, Lowvever they. 
may triumph, and pieaſe theiaſel ves, WItD an 
imaginary conqueſt over Lim. 
And <hereas, diverſe texts. quoted in theſe 
letters, are very often repeated, tho Reader is 
&efird to obſe rue, that it is done under ſeue- 
ral heads, and for different 2 ; and 
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(iv) 

they were not deſien 'd for publickwiew, but on- 
ly familiar cler f from one friend to another; 
and the author cas ſo indifferent about their 
being printed, that he did not think fit to new 
a them, or write them over a ſecond time, 
| hoping that truth, without much art, to ſet it 
ef, Till carry its own evidence, amongſt 
thoſe that ſerł it in ſmcerity. 
There have been many ſchemes advanced, 
io demonſtrate the doctrine of the Trinity; 
aud the author is not Sithbout ob! 1garions to 
ſome of them. Tet alas! who is ſufficient 
tor theſe things? or ho can comprehend In. 
Init y? it is ſufficient for us to find m the 
ftacred records, that there are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Father, the Ii ord, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe Three are 
One——that Chriſt and the Father are One. 
that the Merd as <ith God, and Sas God, 
and Sas united to feſb, and dwelt among /? us, 
without enguring, how it could be? or being 
Able to comprehend the modus of it, any more 
then we need to enquire horte God mage the 
world—J[ hen Se read, that he created the 
heavens and the earth, or Dot our ble ed Sa- 
Diour multiplicd the loaves and the op fg 
hich if the Almighty Lad ſeen neceſſary 
for us to underſtand, he could have revealed 
it to us; but as he has nat, by ſbould we 
ſtrive to vie with our Mater? or attempt the 
tugledo? of thoſe things that are unſearch- 
ele, and paſt fe N4mpg 0: +2 ſecret things be- 
297g to God only, eſpecially theſe l 
75 


e 
His eſſence. St. Paul, that glorious Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles, as he laboured more abundantly 
than all the Apoſtles, ſo his writings more a- 
bound, with expreſſions of our Saviour's Di- 
unity, as may be ſeen in the ſecond letter of this 
treatiſe ; where it will appear, that in no leſs 
_ FR epiſtles, he ſtrenuonſiy pleads for 
it : in hich epiſtles, St. Peter ſays, arc ſome 
things hard to be underſtood, which ſome _ 
that are unlearncd and unſtable, wreſt to their 
own deſtruction, 2 Per. iii. 16. Now, why 
may not St. Peter here have an eye to thoſe ma- 
ny texts in St. Paul's epiſtles, that ſpeak of our 
Saviour Divinity? there ſeems to be but three 
things in theſe epiſtles, that may be call d hard 
to be undcritood, or hard to be believed, by 
thoſe that are unlearned, in the wiſdom that 
is from above, and unſtable, or wavering in 
thcir opinion, of what 1s revealed in the 
Scriptures ; and they are theſe, (viz.) (1.) The 
doctrine of election. (2.) Salvation by faith 
77 Feſt ts Chriſt 7. without works: and (3). The 
Deity of the Sor of God. Theſe things are 
hard to be underſtood, or comprehended, by 
the wiſe men of this world, efpecially the lat- 
ter; ſo that they creſt them to their om de- 
* ftruftion, as the Apoſtle ſys, in the ſame 
text,) they do the other Scriptrres alſd.—— 
They wreſt them! pray hat is it to reit þ 
the Seripture S, bit 1070 from. their plain and 
literal meaning, to force them to ſpealt, directly 
coutrary to what 15 expreſs'd in the text 2 
for to belies 2 be He 8258 res, as they plarniy 
4 peak. 
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ſprak, can with no ſenſe, be ſaid to wreſt 
them : but he wreſts them, that forces a 
meaning from them, contrary, not only to their 
univerſal analogy, and agreement, one with 


another, but contrary to the very letter, and 
evident meaning of every text there, that 


does not ſquare with ſome darling notion, or 
TE philoſophical ſcheme. If I ſay, as the text 


plainly does, In the beginning—the Word 


was God, I do not wreſt that text. But if 
T /ay, In the beginning—the Word was [A]! 
God, as the Arians do, I "oy it moſs abomi- 


5 nably, and [6 of the reſt. 


ow if the Scriptures are the Ward of 


Gi and we are to believe our ſenſes, when 


we read them; and oj De are to underſtand 

hem, according to what they evidently de- 
clare ; aud as "one part bears witneſs to ano- 
ther, and as one would underſtand any other 


plam writing, then certainly the Arians are 


na very dangerous miſlake : and we ought to 


beware of their Leven, and ſhun their errors, 
but yet carry it with chriſtian compaſſion to- 


wards them, calling for the Word to convince 
them, but not for the ſword to deſtroy them. 
Fire and faggot, fines and impriſonments, are 


the engines of Hell and Rome, but tend no- 


thing to convince any one of the truth, as it 


7s in Jeſus, who never ſuffer d the leaſt injury 


to be done to any that rejected his doctrine, 


except the Gadarens, who preferr d their hogs 


to heaven; and therefore, he juſtly ſuffer d 


the Devil to Fe poſſeſſion of them, but did | 
VI 


no harm to theſe vile wretches them/elves, not- 


withſtmding they were the only profiigates, 
that ever petitioned him to depart out of 


their coaſts, where we do not find, that he 
ever return d any more, and that WAS p: Sh 
ment ſufficient... 


As to the manuſcript, ankich the '{e letter * 
are an anſwer to, perhaps the reader may Son- 
der why it was never printed, but that be- 
ing noneof the author's concern, he hopes his 
ſilence therein inay be excuſed: and as to the 
Gentleman, that theſe letters are addreſs'd_ 


to, he was, in truth, a man of great inge- 


nmuity, learning, humanity, charity, and good 
. ſenſe ; but was ſo particularly eminent, for 


his Arian ſentiments (which he was far from 


85 endea ouring to conceal) that had the author 
leave, and was he ſo inclin d, it would be al- 


together needleſs to publiſh his name. 


The author is not one of thoſe that damn 
to hell, all that differ from him in this point, 
yet would not be one with them, nor chooſe 
to take his lot among ſt them. If others de- 
ny the Deity, ſatisfattion and imputed righ- 


zeouſneſs of Chriſt, he pities them, but would 
not hurt them, was it in his power; and 


whilſt they are degrading and 1: fſening the per 


ſon of the common Saviour, he knows, that 


there is no ſalvation in any other, aud iu 

ly believes, that Jeſus Chriſt is Gon, of 
the ſame nature, or eſſence with the Father, —— 
and that the Father, Son, and holy Spirit, are 
one God, befed for evermore, in, thro, and 
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(viii) 


by whom, he hopes for eternal life, not of merit, 
but of grace, for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt only. 


And, laſily, as there cannot properly be a 


Son, unleſs he be of the ſame nature with his 
Father (as is obſerVd in ese ſheets) ſo the 
author deſires it may be ovſeryd, that very 
often in the new Teſtament, God is called 
God THE FATHER. And what can this be 
for, but to inform us, that there is God ru 


SON alſo £ for if there is a God the Fa- 


ther, it neceſſarily infers, that he has a Son, 
that is, God alſo ; or the epithet Father, 7s im- 
pertinent and ſuperfluous; and altho Jeſus 
Chriſt i is not dircaly call'd God the Son, yer 
he is frequently calld the Son of God, and 
God's own Son, which could not be true, if 
| he was not of the ſame nature or eſſence of 
God rHE FATHER and if he was not, it 
_ would be as equally improper to ſay the Son 


of God, as to ſay God THE FATHER. 


Now, if the Son had frequently been call 4 


_ God the Son, alths' the Father had not at all 
been called God the Father, but only, empha- 


zically the Father; yet it is paſt all doubt, 
that every one would have readily owned him 
to be however God the Father; of the ſame eſ- 


ſence with God the Son; then ſurely there is 
_ the ſame reaſon to believe the Son, to be of the 
ſame nature with the Father, altho the Father 


only, is called God the Father, and the Son, on- 


ly, the Son of God: It being undeniable, that 


if there is God the Father, there muſt be God 


the Son, or he muſt be a Father, without a Son, 


which < would be an abſurdity. TWO. 


Two 


* E . T E R : 


To a ve: ry eminent and learned 


GENTLEMAN, Sc. 


LETTER 1 


ro difoures are not my option, 
Mor delight, as well upon the account 
of my own inſufficiency, as my na- 
tural diſpoſition to peace, and want 
of leiſure for ſuch matters; yet hav- 


ing lo eminent and learned an opponent, who has 


invited me out to the combar, and, which is more 


than all, it is in defence of my Saviour, who, I 


hope, is now pleading my cauſe at his Father's | 
right hand; I believe I have a clear call to give 
a reaſon of my faith, and to contend for that, 


which I am ſatisfied, was once deliver'd to the 
Saints, for an important truth; and it is no trifling 


matter, Which we may, or may not believe, " 
pleaſure, 


„„ 
pleaſure, but a thing of exceeding great concern, 
no leſs than that, which the honour of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, and the everlaſting happineſs of our ſouls, 


3 5 
In proſecuting my deſign, I purpoſe all the 
5 541 that is conſiſtent = the tracks I detcnd, 
and therefore ſhall only quote par? of thoſe texts 
which I might juſtly bring to prove my point, 
and only ſν as may do it beyond doubt, if men 
are not obſtinately blind. I ſhall not take your 
method in diſcourſing on this ſubject, believing 
my ſelf at liberty to follow my own, hoping how- 
ever, to offer what may be a full reply to your 
manuſcript, either in a direct anſwer to the prin- 
cipal heads of your diſcourſe, or what ſhall be 
equivalent to it, beſeeching you to hear me pati- 
._ ently, and to read this as J have done yours, over 
and over, and, not without good reaſon, call it 
Teal, and mean. But to be as ſhort as I can, 
the propoſition which I thall lay down, and un- 
dertake to prove, in oppolition to you, is this, 
„ 5 „ | 
That Jeſus Chrif is God by nature, of the ſame 
effence with the Father. 
No this being a matter, not of ſpeculation, 
or doubtful diſputation, but fai; not of natural 
religion, but of revelation, the ref by which We 
muſt try the truth of the propofition, is the 
| BiBLE, by whole alone authority I deſire to ſtand 
or fall, and by which, both your propofition and 
mine, will be tried at the great day, and be found 
either to be as gold, or clic as chaff, hay, and ſtub- 
ble; and whoever is in the wrong, the error is 
ſo dangerous, that if he is faved, it mult be to as 
by Fe, but certainly his works ſhall be burnt up, 


1 Cor. 111. 8 1 24 Ec. 


The caſe being thus, that the Scriptures are to 
8 3 all logical 


tions, 


decide the controveriv, 1 ſhall diſc: 


. 1 
diſtinctions and ſophiſtical reaſoning, and yet ſhall 
to ſhew, that my propoſition is not contrary to 
reaſon, although, perhaps, above it. But when 
we diſcourſe of a God manifeſt in the fleſh, not 
reaſon, but revelation is to be conſulted; not fan- 
cy, but faith is to be our conducter; not ſyllo- 
giſms, but ſacred Writ is to be our proof. I ſhall 
Y not, nor is it my buſineſs, to defend all the ex- 
preſſions in the three Creeds, which you find fo 
much fault with; yet as to the words Trinity, 
VDnity, Subſtance, ack Begotten, &c. as ſome 
of them are Scripture phraſes, and the reſt dedu- 
cible from thence, I ſec no reaſon to quarrel with _- 
them. We muſt make uſc of ſome words or o- - 
ther to expreſs our conceptions, or idea, of things . 
by; and it for want of fitter words, we arc forc- 
cd to expreſs our conceptions of the Deity, by 
words not to be found in the Scriptures, the truth 
contended for, is not the leſs a truth, ſo long as 
the matter in diſpute is found there; and if our 
reaſon cannot comprehend theſe things, let us not 
however, ſay with Nicodemus, Joh. iii. g. How 
can theſe things be? he could not comprehend the 
new birth, although a matter in {/rae/, and how 
then ſhould we comprehend the medus of the ſub- 
ſiſtence in the Deity ? for we are but of yeſterday, 
and comparatively know nothing at all; how then 
ſhould we define him that inhabits eternity? 
Beware, leſt any man ſpoil you thro' philoſophy, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
»Cuhriſt, in whom dwells the falneſß of the God- 
head bodily, Col. ii. 8, 9. altho* we cannot con- 
ceive of the manner how ;z but more than the ful- 
neſs of the Godhead, the Father cannot have. 
St. Paul, although brought up at the Feet of 
Gamalie], vet when he preached Chriſt, came 
not with the wiſdom of words, leſt the croſs of 
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Chrift ſhould be made of none effect, 1 Cor. i. 17. he 
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preach'd the doctrine of the croſs with great ſim- 


plicity and plainneſs, and calls out as it were in a 
rapture, I here is the wiſe, where is the Scribe ? 


where is the Diſputer of this world? hath not God 


made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world? for after 


that, in the wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom 
knew not God; it pleaſed God, by the fooliſhneſs of 
preaching, to ſave them that believe, V. 20, 21, 22, 


23. A crucihed Saviour did not ſquare with the 


 wildom of the Greeks, for they were in a natural 
ſtate; and theſe things are 33 diſcerned, 


1 Cor. 11. 14. therefore fooliſhneſs to them. 
Our faith, as Chriſtians, does not ſtand in the 


wiſdom of men, but in the power of God, 
I Cor. 11. 5, 7. The wiſdom of God in a my- 


fiery, the great myſtery of godlineſs, God ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. a myſtery that 


was hid from ages and generations, and it ne- 
ver could enter into the heart of man to con- 


cCeive any ſuch thing, if God had not revealed it to us 


by his holy Spirit in the Scriptures, where, it we 
find ſome things which p2zz/e our reaſon, there 
is nothing however too hard for our faith, if we 
do not affect to be wiſe above what is written, 
and ſo wreſt them to ſerve our own purpoſes. 
But the reaſon why thoſe in the Hrian Scheme 
are miſtaken in the interpretation of thoſe texts, 
which ſpeak of our bleſſed Saviour's Deity, I 
take to be their not rightly diſtinguiſhing what is 
the mind of the Spirit, when Chriſt is ſometimes 
ſpoke of as God, one with the Father, ſometimes 
as God-Man, the Mediator, and at other times, 
as meer-man, in the laſt of which they generally 
triumph, as if bat beſpoke him to be nothing more. 
But before I proceed to the proof of my pro- 
poſition, I ſhall ſhew that there is no impoſſibili- 
70 in the thing, nor abſurdity in the aſſertion, al- 
ough, without revelation, we could — have 
| | = Known 


„ : 
known it; for every thing that is poſſible to be, 
is not taught us by the light of nature, as ſhall 
be by and by evinced ; therefore don't let us 


think it incredible, becauſe it is not taught in na- 
turc's ſchool, for many things, although not con- 
trary to nature, are not however to be found 
there, and the whole ſcheme of redemption is 
particularly above it — and not diſcernible by 


the light of it. 


that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be God by nature, I ſhall 
lay down theſe two propoſitions, as irrefragable 
tnt, 9 > oo 


(1.) That the Divine Eſſence, is not to be com- 


prchended by any meer Creature. — 
( 2.) That we daily experience many things to 
be realities which we cannot comprehend, al- 
though acknowledged by us all to be certain 


truths, and we readily believe them. 
And firſt, could a creature comprehend the 


Dcity, fo as to account for the z:odvs of its ſub- 

ſiſtence, it would ceaſe to be a creature, and be a 
God; for to ſuppoſe ſuch a faculty of compre- 
henſion, is the moſt barefaced abſurdity, and the 
firſt born of impoſſibilities; for what can be 
greater, than to attempt to do h, which his ve- 
ry being makes him uncapable ot, and his origi- 


nal conſtitution, renders impoſſible — for the 


term Creature, and the idea of ſuch a being, na- 


turally infer imperfection; and whatever is fo, is 


uncapable ro comprehend what is perfect, as the 
Deity is, and does not conſiſt of parts, or is ſub- 


ject to paſſions, without which it cannot be de- 
fined. „ 

Can that which is created comprehend the Crea- 
tor ? can the Porter be comprehended by the 
clay? ſhall we, becauſe we know ſomething, (and 


that ſomething, ſo very lamely, that we have no 
885 8 eee cauſe 


And now to ſhew that there is no impoſſibility 
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(6) ants 
| cauſe to boaſt) fancy we can define our Maker? 
ſhall we, becauſe God has given us reaſon, pry 


into that Being, that is only the object ot our 


faith and adoration? Canſt thou by ſearching find 
out Cod? canſt thou find out the Almighty to per- 
fection? — xo !—it is high as heaven, what canſt 


thou do? —— deeper than hell, what canſt thou 
— the meaſure thereof is longer than the 


earth, and broader than the ſea, Job xi. 7, 8, 9. 


that is, the thing is wholly zmpoſſible. So again, 


The wind bloweth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt 


the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh, 

and whither it goeth, ſo is every one that is born of 
the Spirit, Joh. iii. 8. So that if we cannot com- 
prehend the courſe of the wind, nor the manner 

of the operation of the Spirit of God upon the 
| foul of man in regeneration ; how ſhould we 
comprehend his exiſtence, that gathers the wind 
in his fiſt, and ſends forth that Spirit that alone 
can renovate the ſoul? turn it from darkneſs to 
ght, and from the power of Satan to the living 


. 


Ne that gave us reaſon, gave us alſo the reve- 
lation of his will; and we may be ſure that this 
revclation is according to truth, and for that very 


rcaſon is to be belicved, and not quarrelled with, 


ꝛucerly becauſe our depraved reaſon will not aſſent 


to it. God did not endow us with rational fa- 
culties, to comprehend his eſſence, nor with un- 
derſtanding to cenſure his revealed will. Men of 


corrupt minds, may deny the plain meaning of one 


text, and the tranſlation of another; may ſay his 


text is capable of another ſenſe, and that was 


foiſted in to the ſacred Canon: this was not found 


mn ſuch an antient copy, and the other was doubt- 
ed of, by ſuch a primitive writer, c. until they 


diſpute every part of the Bible out of doors, and 


themſelves out of Chriſtianity; and if the foun- 


dations 


i ) 
pw 1 
15 \ 

A 


any being ſhould never begin to be? 


Ia. 


dations be deſtroyed, what will the righteous do? 


Pſalm xi. 3 „ 
That becauſe there can be no more Gods but one, 


and becauſe the Lord our God is ove Lord, there 
ſhould not be three perſons ſubſiſting in that uni- 
ty, becauſe our finite underſtandings cannot com 
prchend that incomprehenſible myſtery, is not only 
to exalt our reaſon beyond our commiſſion, but 
to contradict the revelation God has given us of 
himſelf, unleſs we have not leave to judge of the 


plaineſt expreſſions. If we meet with ſome ex- 


prefſions that we cannot comprehend, we ſhould, 
in a ſenſe of our own nothingneſs adore and be- 
lieve, if we take the Scriptures to be the word 


of God; and if we do not, we are no Chriſtians, 
for thoſe are they which teſtify of Chriſt, Joh. v. 


39. and which are able to make us wiſe unto ſal- 
vation, thro” faith that is in him, 2 Tm. iii. 17. 
but if inſtead of humbly ſubmitting , and re- 
ceiving them as our guide, we call them in que- 
ſtion, or pervert their meaning, according to the 
caprice of our reaſon, we judge hat, which ſhould 
be our rule. 5 5 


But to bring the matter a little nearer; we be- 


lieve that the Almighty is a ſelf- exiſting, eternal- 
being, without beginning, from all eternity Gon. 


Now I deſire any man to explain, if he can, how 
yet we 
know and believe, that the Almighty is /ach a 
being: and why then may not the doctrine of 
the Trinity be as true? which I am {ure is not 


more incomprehenſible ; which myſtery, although 
you are pleaſed to put it upon a level with 7raz- 
ſubſtantiation, in p. F1. of your book, yet if you 


would be ſo good, as with an unprejudiced mind, 


to read the Scriptures, you would find, the myſtery 
of the Trinity in unity, a myſtery of godlineſs, and 
the other a myſtery of iniquity; the one is only _ 
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with none; that he underſtands, an 
no ideas within himſelf; that he wills, yet h:th 
no motion that carries him out of himſelf; that 
in him, time hath no ſucceſſion; that which is 


the modus of three perſons ſubſiſting in the unity 


of the Godhead; and the other is a God made b 


a creature, which is downright nonſenſe, as well 


as blaſphemy, and is very near of kin to that Arian 


poſition, that a creature can create principalities, 
angels and worlds. It this be not grammatical Non- 
ſenſe, nothing is, and widely different from the 
bother, unleſs it be the fame thing to name God 
manifeſt in the fleſh, and a God of bread, made, or 
imagin'd to be ſo, by the Hocus pocus of a Prieft. 
Again, there are diverſe arcana imperii of the 
Deity, which are above our comprehenſions and 
_ conceptions, as well as the Trinity, which how- 
_ ever we firmly believe, and are ſure that they are 
as true as hat. But men ſeem to oppole that 
out of meer enmity, and w. not believe it, le- 
cauſe they will not, although they will make no 
ſcruple to digeſt other things, as hard to be be- 
licved as that, and which they can no more ac- 
count for, although all of them, #23//erious excel- 
lencies of the divine nature; as, that the divine e-. 
fence and attributes, are the ſame, without any com- 
poſition; yet his infinite wiſdom and power are, to 
our apprehenſion, diſtinct, and his vu, and u 
ice, in ſome manner oppoſite. That he is entire 
in all places, yet not terminated in any; that he 
is above the heavens, and bencath the earth, yet 
hath no relation of high or low, diſtant or near; 


that he penetrates all ſubſtances, ta is mixed 


paſt is not gone, and that which is future is of 70 


come; that he loves without paſſion, is angry 


without diſturbance, and repents without change: 


theſe perfections are eſſential to the Deitv, and 
neceſſary for us to believe, though not e¶ſential for 


as 


— 


yet receives 


— 


_ 


(9) 


ets 10 underſtand; our buſineſs is not to diſpute 


with our Maker, but to obey his commands, and 
to believe what he has revealed of himſelf in his 
word. Now if wecannot comprehend theſe my- 
ſteries (and they would ceaſe to be ſo if we could;) I 
ſay, if we cannot comprehend them, and yet can- 
not help giving our aſſent to the truth of them, 
why not as well belicvc the Deity of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the doctrine of the Trinity? and why may 
oy not be equally true, being full as plainly re- 
ed as zhoſe? as I hope to make appear before 
I conclude, without torturing the text, or ſtrain- 
Ing the words to make it out: and had not the 
Lord Jeſus been eſſentially God, can we ſuppoſe 
that the Almighty would have ſuffered ſuch pomp- 


045, but plain expreſſions in the Scriptures con- 
cerning him, without any rebuke? which have 


all along led moſt Chriſtian Churches into the 
faith of it? which if not true, God has ſcarcely 


ever had a tue Church in the world, ſince Jeſus 
Chriſt firſt publiſh'd his Goſpel in it: but all 


Chriſtians are idolaters; and we arc informed b 


one that had it from Jetus Chriſt himſelf, that 
none ſuch ſhall inherit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 
V1. 9, 10. and then, where is the care that God 
takes of his Church? and what is become of 
Chriſt's promiſe, that the gates of bell ſhall never. 


prevail againſt it? or that be cvill be with it to the 


end of the world? I 
Bur I beg leave to obſerve, that as on the one 


hand, if Chriſt be not God, thoſe that worthip 


him (as ſuch) are idolaters, as you well oblerve in 


your book, p. 72. ſo on the other hand, , be is 
G, thoſe that deny his Divinity are %,, 


and deny the Father alſo, for he and the Father 
are one, Fob. x. 30. and ſuch cannot expeeEt to 


be ſaved by his blood and merits, which they thus 
= mh trample 
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trample upon, and ſuffer me, Sir, to fay, that 7h. 


is a very awful conſideration. 


And ſince Chriſtianity is idolatry, if Chriſt is 
not God, can we poſſibly believe, that the Gen- 
tiles, whoſe worſhip was barefaced 1dolatry, ſhould 
renounce Gentiliſm, (which was ſo pleaſant to 
ſenſe) and embrace Chriſtianity, that laid n, 


but croſſes, reſtraints, and ſufferings before them: 


for what ? or why ſhould they leave a pleaſant 


_ 7dolatry,to engage in a ſuffering one? from whence 


it ſeems plain, that they worſhip” d him as Gog.. 


And if they did, how came they to do fo ?— 


why truly they mn be ſo taught, by thoſe that . 


converted them, the holy Spirit at the ſame time 
witneſſing it to their ſouls, and ſo they were con- 
firmcd in this 72portaxt, although #y/erious truth, 


and from that time to this, it has been received 8 


as a fundamental, (to far as I can learn) in almoſt 
every Church in the world: not but ſome men, 
and zho/e of no ſinall note too, have denied it, and 


ſo have ſome one or other, almoſt every other 


truth in the Goſpel. Again, had Jelus Chriſt 
not been God, can we believe that the Almighty 
would have owned him in his abſolute godlike way 


of acting, ſpeaking, and behaving himſelf in the 
world? and much leſs that he ſhould be able to 


delegate a power to his Apoſtles, to do miracles 
in his name, which they did as well as he, 7v7zh- 
out naming, or calling upon ie Father, at all, which 


ſurely was ſuch a piece of infolence to attempt, 


if Chriſt had not been God, that inſtead of ſuc- 
cecding, they had been {tr ack dead, or fallen un- 


der ſome very tore judgment. 
His own conduct was thus, (v1z.) 


J fay unto thec, take up my bed and go unto 


thine houſe, Aar“ ii. 10, II. 


I ſay unto you, ſwear not at all. fy unto you, 


love your enemies, Aae v. 345 44: 


He 


p4— 


f give thee a crown of life, Rev. 11. 10. 


11 


Hz bf ud unto the ſea, peace, be {till Mar! 
Iv. 39. 


And = the dead man, J fay unto "thee arile, 
Luke vii. 1. 


And to bs friend Lazarus, come for th, John 
xi. 43. 5 

Behold, I give you power to tread on 1 pents, 
: Ec. Labs X. 19. and 11 MY name ſhall they caſt 
out Devils, Mark xvi. 17. 


A new commandment F give unto you, Jun 


X111. 


Theſe things J command you, John . 
The Comforter whom J will ſend unto you from 
the Father, John xvi. 7. 


If J depart, J will ſend him to you. 


J wiLL, be thou clean, Mat. viii. 3. 4 give 
unto them cternal life, Joh. x. 28. 
Stretch forth thy hand, Mat. xii. 13. and it 


was immediately whole: he rebuked the fever, and 


it left the woman, Luke iv. 49. 
This was the language of Clift, and the 


whole creation obeyed him, as if the Father him- 


ſelf had ſpoke from heaven. 
The prophets of old came with aT hus faith the 


Lord; and can we ſuppoſe, that the meek and 


humble Jeſus, would have done theſe things in his 
own name, and not rather have ſaid, in the name 


of God my Father, or in the name ot e Father; 
or by the auibority given me by the Father, 1 


command /o and /o, had he been a meer creature? 


but ſo far from that, that he puts on an air of 


equality, when he approacheth the Father. 


Father, J wILL, that they allo, whom thou balt 


given me, may be with me where I am, 70%. Xvi. 
34. T will! not I pray thee, to grant it. 


Nov his ap pes acted not at all in this manner, 


that is, they did not come with an 7 ſay, /, and 
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fo, as Chriſt did; yet it is very obſervable that 


they did not act in the name of the Father, but 


in the name of Jeſus Chriſt only; which ſurely 


they would never have done, had he been a meer 


Creature; nor would God have ſuffer” Y ſuch an 


inſult upon his honour. 
In the name of Je/7 us corey of Nazareth, riſe 


up and walk, Acts iii. 6. 
His name, thro” faith in bis name, hath made = 


this man ſtrong, Y. 16. 
To the ſpirit 33 divination, Paul ſaid, 4 com- 


: mand thee, in the name of Jeſs us Cbriſt, to come 
out, Achs Xvi. 18. 


Be it known unto you all, and to all the peo- 


ple of jroel, that, by the name of Jeſus Chriſt of 
even by him, doth this man ſtand | 
before you whole, Acts iv. 10. ; 
Peter ſaid unto him, Encas, Jeſus Cb; "if mak» 
£th thee whole, Acts ix. 34. 
Theſe cures and many others, were wrought i in 
his name, after he had left the world, and they all 


ſuccecded, as if he had been pr eſent, and the Fa- 
ther himſelf, could not have done more and ſhall 


we, notwithſtanding all this, ſay Jeſus Chriſt is a 
Creature? 

The Apoſtles, Paul and Barnabas, when hes 
were offer'd ſacrifice for hcaling a cripple, refuſed 


it with indignation, ſaying, Sis, why do ye theſe 
things ? we alſo are men of like paſſions with youy 
&c. Acts xiv. 15, &c. but Jeſus Chriſt never re- 


buked any that paid the higheſt honours to him; 


no! not even Thomas, when he called him, Ay 


Lord and my God, 
Such expreſſions are too great for any created 
being to reccive, or for any to give a meer crea- 
ture, or for the Almighty to ſuffer or own; ; and 


that Jcſus Chriſt was worſhiped as God by the 


primitive Chriſtians, you was once ſo kind as to 
acknowledge, 


" 


acknowledge, in your * preface to Mr. Stennet's 
book of hymns; 7s he not the ſame perſon now that 


he was then? 


Thus having ſhewed that the Divine Eſſence 
is not to be comprchended by any mecr creature, 


I come to prove my ſecond propoſition (v. 


245, That we daily experience many things to 

be realities, which we cannot comprehend, and 
yet we readily believe them without heſitation. 
And (1.) There is a union of the ſoul and bo- 

dv. This is what no body denics, but the modus 
of that union, who does pretend to define? that 

reaſon and ſpirit ſhould unite with matter, is no 
leſs aſtoniſhing than true; and why may we not 
as well believe that the Deity was united to fleſh, 
without changing the divine nature into a re- 


ated one, or a created nature into a divine? be- 


cauſe ſuch a transformation is utterly inconſiſteat 
with the Deity, as well as with the neceſſary im- 
Sage of the creature: but God can bring a- 


bout a perſonal union between two infinitely dif- 


ferent natures, without the deſtruction of either, 
OE mingling both together. | Surely, he wh 0 has -: 


Quo — 


» —————KX* 


* In which preface, p. 25, 26. he quotes an epiſtle from 


Pliny the younger, to Trajan the Emperor, about ſeventy one 


years after the death of Chriſt, wherein he ſys, that the whole 


ſum of the offence or error of the Chriſtians, lay in this, that 
they were wont on a ſet day, to meet together, before ſun 


rite, and to fing together an hymn to Chriſt, as Gop, Oc. 
Buy this unqueſtionable authority (lays this Gentleman, ſo much 


of late years an Arian) we ſee what account the Chriſtians or 
that time, gave of their own practice (vix.) that in their reli- 
pious aſſemblies they ſung ſongs or hymns to Chriſt, as Goy. 
Now it is very ſtrange, that this learned Gentleman, ſhould pro- 
duce ſo early a witneſs of Chriſt's being worſhip'd as God, 
as only ſeventy one years after his death, and yet afterwards 
renounce that important article of the chriſtian faith, and continu- 


ed ſo to do to his death: what ſliall we ſay to theſe things? 


the beſt of us are but men ! | 
| Overcome 
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overcome the infinite diſtance that there is be- 
tween ſomething and nothing, by making all things 
cout of nothing by his almighty fat, can meet with 
no difficulty, in joining two infinitely differing 
ſomethings together, in the divine and human na- 
ture of Chriſt. And it ſcems more difficult to 
- conceive, how the divine eſſence, ſhould be every 
where, without a perſonal union, with every indi- 
vidual perſon and thing, than that it ſhould be in 
a 4 perſonal union, with the human nature of our 
Saviour. „ 8 „%% ͤo 
And ſince there are compound, as well as ſimple = 
zatures, why may there not be alſo complex, as 
well as „ple perſons? the former conſiſting of 
two, or more of the latter. And as the whole 
Deity may be reckon'd one complex perſon, con- 
_ taining three ſimple ones (for ſurely God of all 
others is the moſt excellent perſon) ſo an entire 


Chriſt may as well be one complex perſon, con- 


ſiſting of two ſimple ones (Yig. ) a divine and hu- 
man? but as this may ſeem to border upon the 


herely of Ne/{orins, therefore I do not poſitively 


aſſert it, but urge it as a thing worthy of conſi- 


derat ion. 


(2.) This we know that we are fearfully and won- 


des fully made, Pf. cxxxix. 14. but we know not 


the way of the Spirit, nor how the bones do prow ii 


tb wwemb, of her that is\ with child: even ſo, ſays 
the wiſe man, 2 knoweſt not the Works of God, 
obo maketh all. „5 
68.) Who can give an adequate reaſon, why 


one and the ſame ſpot of earth, ſhould produce 


the fig and the bryar? the grape and thorn? who' 
can account for the curious drapery of the tulip, 
or the 0/} grateful odour of the roſe? or cven 
why the grals of the field is green? 


* 


not only warble out their Maker's praiſc, with 
| different 


Why docs cvery ſpecies of the fcathcr'd tribe, 


( 15) 


different harmony from the reſt, in anerring notes, 
but with amazing architecture, build their neſts 
without a teacher, agrecably to their own kind, 
and contrary to all others *—why are there not 
new productions every day? and why are no two 
faces alike ?——where is the bold man that can 
explain theſe things? what is his name? or what 
is his Son's name if thou canſt tell? none can do 
it, but he that gathereth the wind in his fiſt, and 
binds up the waters in a garment, who hath e- 
ſtabliſh'd all the ends of the earth, Prov. xxx. 4. 
Jehovah is his name, and his Son's name is Emma- 
zucl, God with us, Iſa. vii. 14. God manifeſt in 
the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame 
yeſterday, and to day, and for ever, Heb. xiii. 8. 
It is he that knoweth theſe things, becauſe he 
knoweth all things, oh. xvi. 30. —and 1s zhere- 
fore God, for he that is omniſcient mult be /o, 
it being God's peculiar. Therefore to ſay a meer 
creature, knows all things, is to affirm, what is 
zmpoſſible to be. Thus having reaſon'd, à minore 
ad majus, and ſhew'd, that many things are re- 
alities that are above our comprehenſion, which 
however we firmly believe; the inference I make 
from the whole, is, that as the modus of the 
ſubſiſtence of the Deity is not revcal'd to us, nor 
are we capable to underitand it, if it was; it is 


Poſſible that there may be three perſons in the 
Godhead, as well as one; and as the Scriptures 
tell us /o (if we may believe what we read) we 


ought to belicve it, although we canyot under- 


ſtand how it ſhould be. DS 
And to give one weak and low ſimilitude, which 
is plain to our underſtanding there is oe, and 
but one /#x, in our ſolar ſyſtem : this fun has a bo- 
dy, light, and heat, yet it is but % fun. I do 


not ſay, that this is an adequate compariſon, for 


nothing ought, or can be compar'd to the God- 
1 AG 7 
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head; I only infer a poſſibility, of a Trinity in Uni- 


ty, ſince it is not impolſible, even in created beings. 


The way being clear'd thus far, I conceiye it 


very much to the purpoſe, in this place, to ſay 
ſomewhat of the idea, we ought to form of the 
Divine Eſſence; that the terms, begotten, proceed- 
ing, perſon, trinity, &c. may, as far as poſſible, be 
brought down to our capacities, and no longer 
be call'd wnintelligible abſurdities, or ſublime non- 
ſenſe, &c. but that we may be able in fome ſort, 
to know whereof we affirm. Bs 


In human generation, the Son is begotten in the 


ſame nature with the Father, by derivation, or 


deciſion, of part of the ſubſtance of the parent; 


but this deciſion includeth imperfection, becanſe 
it ſuppoſeth a ſubſtance diviſible, and conſe- 
- quently corporeal; whereas the Divine Eſſence is 
incorporeal, ſpiritual and indiviſible, and Here- 

Fore its nature is really communicated to the Son 
and Spirit, not by derivation or deciſion, but by 
a total and plenary communication. „„ 
In natural conceptions, the Father neceſſarily 
precedeth the Son, and begetteth one younger 

than himſelf; but we mult ſuppoſe the imperfec- 

tion of mortality to be wholly remov'd, when 


we {peak of him who inhabiteth cternity. The 


eſſence which the Father had, without beoirming, 


without beginning he did communicate, being 


always Father, and altas God. So likewiſe the 
Son, who, without beginning, was of the fame. 
eſſence bs. the Father, and being from all ezeraity 


begotten of the Father, did from eternity partakc 


of his varure, and So, was always a Sor, and a!- 
Wways Gord, altho' in time he took our natures, 
and became man; in which zzeffable union, cach 
of che natures preſerve its proper form, with all 
the neceſſary conſequences proceeding from it. 
The human nature, is 70zned to the eternal Wark 
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but not chang'd into its diy inity; it is not infinite 
and impaſſible : its divinity is united to fleſh, but 
not 77ansformed into its nature; it is not fnite 
and paſſe ble: and although there 1s a diſtindlion, 
there is 0 ſeparation; there are tWo natures, but 
one ſole Jeſus. In the ſame ſubliſtence, the Cre- 


ator and the creature are m!rac tlonſly allicd. 


The truth is, the Divine Efſence which Chrift 


had before he was conceiv'd of the Virgin Mary, 


he had (ſpcaking of him in the relation of a Son) 
not of himſelf, but by communication from the 
Father, for there can be but one eſſence properly 


divine, and ſo but one God ; for a plurality of 


eſſences - muſt needs infer a plurality of Gods, 
which all Trinitarians deny. 5 

was eternally communicated, we can no more 
comprehend, than we can how the Deity it ſelf 
can exiſt, and yet never did begin to be; which, ne- 
vertheleſs, we know 1s a truth, not to be denied. 
All things (lays Chrift) that the Father hath, are 


ut how thc Deity 


mine, becauſe in him dwells all the fulne/5 of the 


Godhead bodily, and where there is a fulneſs, no- 
thing can be added to it. If the Son has the falneſi of 
the Godhead dwelling in him, he mutt be God; 
for the fulze/s of the Godhead cannot dwell in a 


meer creature, the heaven of hcavens cannot con- 


tain it, much leſs a meer man. But Chriſt 


and the Father are oze, yet in that perfect and 


abſolute equality, there is, notwithſtanding this 


dliſparity, that the Father hath the Godhead, not 
from the Son or Holy Ghoſt; whereas, it is com- 


municated from the Father % the Son, and {79% 
both Father and Son, to the Holy Ghoſt. = 


Chriſt is zbe true God and eternal life, but that 
he 18 %, is by communication from the Father; 
not that the efence of the Father is greater than 
the eſſence of the Son (when they arc conſider'd as 
Cod, for they are the tame eſſence; but when 
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(28 } ---- 
they are conſider'd as Father and Son, they are 
diſtinguiſh'd by a priority of order, though there 
cannot be a priority of eſſence, for whatever is of 
the eſſence of God mult be eternal; and thus his 
mercy and juſtice, his truth and faithfulneſs, his 
zmmutability and eternity, Sc. are all of his eſ- 
{ence; and it is no /oleciſm to ſay (although it is 
no Scripture expreſſion) that they are coeternal 

with him; and then, why may we not ſay, that 
the Son, who is the idm of the Father, Prov. 
viii. and 1 Cor. i. 24. is co-eternal with him alſo, 
ſince the wiſdom of God is inſeparable from, and 
co: eternal with him, and of his eſſence ; and 
although as to their eſſence the Father and Son 
are equal, yet in that equality the Son confeſſeth . 
a priority, 7ohn X. 29. ſaying, the Father (as a 
Father) is greater than I, or he is greater, con- 
ſider'd as God, and the Son, confider'd [only] as 
Mediator, or with reſpect only to his human na- 
ture. Now if Chriſt is the wiſdom of the Fa- 
ther, and his wiſdom is co-cternal with him, then 
Chriſt is co-cternal with the Father; and what- 
ever is co- eternal with God, muſt be co-cqual 
and co- eſſential with him alſo; ſo that by this ar- 
gument alone, Chriſt is demonſtrated to be very 
God, beyond all contradiction: this way of rea- 
ſoning muſt be allowed, or the Scriptures be de- 
nied, and we be guided by contradictions. And 
farther, although the Father and Son are equal, 
with reſpect to the divine Eſſence, yet the Father 
15 greater, when conſider'd as communicating his 
Godhead. There is no difference or inequality 
in their nature or eſſence, becauſe the ſame in 
both; and Chriſt cannot have any part of it com- 
municated to him, but the whole, becauſe it is 
immaterial and indiviſible; and from hence appear- 


Fth the truth of thoſe words of Chriſt juſt nam- 


ed (v.) I and my Tather are one, where the 
— plurality 
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plurality of the yerb, and the neutrality of the 
noun, with the diſtinction of their perſons, be- 
fpcak a perfect identity of their Eſſence. The 
Father and the Son are one in Eſence, although 
diſtinct Perſons ; not in regard of a diſtinct Dezry, 
but in regard of the manner of having the ſame 
And here it ought to be obſerv'd, that the 
Deity abſtractly confider'd, neither begets, nor is 
begotten; but it is the difiinft perſon of the Fa- 
ther, that begets the diſtinct perſon of the Sor, 
after an incomprehenſible manner, and in ſo do- 
ing, communicates his own individual Deity to 


the Son; and they remain, not two Gods, bur 


two diſtinct Perſons, that have union and com- 


munion in the ſame Deity ;z and thus they are one 


in greatneſs and power; not in the greatneſs and 


power of the Father, as perſonal, and proper to 


the Father, as a diſtinct Perſon, but as he is God. 
Now, in the Trinity, the divine Perſons are not 

ſeparated or divided from each other, but do all 
of them (though diſtinct) yet co-exiſt in the 


union and communion of one and the ſame indi- 
vidual Deity; and ſo they are one God, by that 
one individual Deity, and three diſtinct Perſons, 
by their three relative perſonal perfections, by 


which they are related anto, and diſtinguiſh'd 


from one another; and the communication of the 


Deity from the Father to the Son, was internal, 


and not without himſelf, or ſeparate from himſch, 
ſo as to give it away from himſelf; but it was 
from eternity, when there was nothing but one 


God, Father, Son, and Spirit, co-exiſting by a 


nueceſſary and eternal emanation, from, and with, 
a a relation to one another, after an incomprehen- 


ſible manner, as to us; and this is the molt per- 


fect idea I can attain to of this great Myſtery : 


the plummet of my reaſon will fathom no decp- 
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without it, in words 
| ſhall not controvert that matter here. 
Thus having explain'd ſome of thoſe terms, 
which many make a great ſtumbling block of, 
and ſhewed the poſſibility of a Triiry in Unity 
in the Godhead, I muit make on: obſervation 
(although it be out of place here) hich, as far 
as I know, has not bcen taken noticc of by any 
khat have engaged in this controverſy, and that is 
this: St. Paul was a Jew, a Phar e, a perſecu- 


(203 


er; ſhould I wade on, I ſhould be out of my 
depth; and ſhould T pry farther, I ſhould grow 


blind. 


And now as to the word Trinity, although it 
be not to be found in ſo many letters or ſyllables 
in the new Teſtament, yet the ſubſtance and 
meaning of it is found there plainly, and words 
tantamount to it. As for example; there are 
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 


Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are 


one, 1 John v. 7. which you fay is not found in 
the moſt antient copies, nor was made uſe of in 

the controverſies with Arius, and his followers; 
both which, as I am inform'd, is a miſtake: 
however, there is proof enough of the thing 

h of the fame import, ſo I. 


zor, a hatcr of Cbriſt and his doctru:':, as well as 


an enemy to idolatry ; had no notion of redemp- 
tion by a crucified Saviour, and who, upon his 


miraculous converſion, had no inſtruction from 
any man, nor did he go up to Feru/alc'y to be in- 
ſtructed by the Apoſtles, until after he had viſit- 
ed Arabia, and it was three years ere he ſaw 
Peter, and ſaw none elſc, fave James, the Lord's 
Brother, Gal. i. 16, 17, 18, 19. Yct this Apoſtle's 
writings abound with the moſt pompous expreſſions 
2f our Lord's Divinity, and ſuch as are to be 
found u where elſe; and he ſays ſuch things of him 
2s no other docs. Sir, how came St. Paul to 

| know, 
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ſon? that he was in the form of Go 
it no robbery to be equal with God? that he is 


C31.) 


know, that Jeſus Chriſt was the brightneſs of his 


Father's glory, and the expreſs 8 of his per- 
and thought 


God over all bleſſed for ever? that he is the image 


of the inviſible God? that in him dwells the ful- 
neſs of the Godhead, bodily? and diverſe other 
expreſſions, too high to be applicable to any 
meer creature? who told St. Paul all this? why, ſays 
he, Gal. ii. 12. My Goſpel is not after men, nei- 


ther receiv'd I it of mans but was taught it by 
the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt; and it muſt needs 


be /o, for we find not theſe expreſſions, nor any 
ſuch like (which are to be found in St. Pauls 
writings) any where elſe; and Jeſus Chriſt re- 
vcaling theſe things to him, who beſt knew what 
_ himſelf was; and St. Paul aſſuring us that he had 
them not from man, but from Jeſus Chriſt; the 
natural and undeniable inference is, that he is God, 
or God over all, bleſſed for ever, Rom. ix. 5. Or 


God manifeſt in the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16.,—— 
How came St. Paul to write thus of Chriſt, whom 
but lately he was a perſecutor of? had he been 
only a man, theſe expreſſions had not only been 


needleſs, but blaſphemous; yet St. Paul had this 


doctrine, not from man, but from Chriſt himſelf, 


which could not be true, if Chriſt was a meer 


man, for he had them from him only; therefore 
he is God, deny the conſequence who can. 


\ 


St. Paul knew that dreadful text full well, 
Curſed be the man that truſteth in Max, Jer. xvii. 7. 
yet he truſted in Jeſus Chriſt, and defir'd to be 
found in him, having on his righteouſneſs; and 

ſays, that there is no ſalvation in any other; and 


if this be not to bring himſelf under the curſe, if 
Chriſt be a meer man, I know not what 1s. 


He 
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11 
He knew alſo that remarkable text, Jer. xl. 18. 
and 27. That none but God can be compared 


with God, and none like him but himſclf; there 


can be no 2 of the inviſible God by any crea- 


ture, and yet Jeſus Chriſt is call'd /o; and though 
God challenges an equal, St. Paul aſſures us, that 


Jeſus Chriſt being in the form of God, thought 


it no robbery to be his equal; and no marvel, for 


he that is in the form of God, muſt be God eſſen- 


tial; the thing is undeniable,—and therefore Chriſt 
is God eſſential, and this he himſelf revealed to 


St. Paul, and is therefore true. 


And now, if after afl this Chriſt was not God 


equal with the Father, either (1.) St. Paul muſt 


be an impoſtor in pretending to receive his reve- 


lations from Jeſus Chriſt, when he did not: or 


.:.) theſe revelations were diabolical deluſions, 
| and a lye: or (3.) thoſe writings which go in 


St. Paul's name are ſpurious, and none of his: 
or (4.) we muſt not believe our ſenſes, when we 


read his writings, but the direct contrary to what 


he affirms, when he ſays thoſe thin 


And _—_— can be more incredible, than that 


the Apoſtles ſhould agree in this very matter, if 
it was not true; or that they ſhould thus write, 


if Jeſus Chriſt was but a creature. Or to what 


- purpoſe ſhould they do it? why ſhould they thus 


rob God of his glory, which he has declar'd he 


will not part with? //a. xl. 8. Or what end did 


this way of writing anſwer? indeed Jeſus Chriſt 
did not ſay, in /o many words, that he was God, 
equal with the Father; there was no neceſſity for 
ſuch an aſſertion, but he ſaid what was + nooner 


to it, and appcal'd to his works for evidence of 
the truth; and he ſaid /o much, that the Jews ac- 


cus'd him of blaſphemy, and had he b more 


plain, they would probably have maſſacred him 
before his time; or had he thewed his glory more 


plainly, 


(.23 ) 


Fiap they would (very likely) have prevented 


is crucifixion, and ſo have fruſtrated man's re- 


demption; for had they known it, they would not ! 
Have crucified the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8. 


Hie veil'd his glory, that he might be capable 
to do the work he came about; yet could have 
either ſtruck all his enemies dead by his pow- 
er, or have conveyed himſelf from them, or 
have call'd for a legion of angels to reſcue him 
from the croſs. But this was not the deſign of 
his coming, which was to reconcile us to God 


by the blood of his croſs ; that is, as many as 


reccive him, or believe on his name, and to them 
Ile gave power to become the children of God, 
John i. 12. Ile gave it! and not the Father: can a 
meer creature give power to ſinful, miſerable, de- 


gan men, to become the Sons of God? yes! 
ſuch an one as Jcſus Chriſt, that is both God and 


Man, but no meer man could poſſibly do it: and 
it is to be noted, that we do not become 
children of God, by believing on the name of 


God the Father (he text does not ſay ſo) but on 


the name of Jeſus Chriſt, who is Emmanuel, God 
with us, or in our nature; for no meer creature 


can give power to another creature to become a 


child of God, who is by nature a child of wrath. 


Nothing leſs than an Almighty far can do this, 


ſuch as made the world; but Jeſus Chriſt made 


the world, and Vie it is that allo gives power to 


become the children of God; for all that are fo, 
become ſo by faith in him, Cal. ui. 24. But 
what faith can we have in him, if he is only a crea- 


ture? what muſt we believe concerning him 


faith is call'd a myſtery, 1 Tim. iii. 9. But where 
is the myſtery of bcheving Jeſus Chriſt to be + 
-eer creature? but it is a great myſtery, and a 
- myſtery of godlineſs too, to believe in him as God- 
Man, or God manifeſt in the Alzſh, “. 16. 


Thus 
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Thus have I ſaid ſomewhat, of that abundance 
that might be ſaid in proof of our Saviour's di- 
vinity. The next ſtep I ſhall take, ſhall be to 
cvince it from his operations, attributes, appella- 
tions, adorations 1 prailes which were given to 
him, and by works of divine providence that are 
aſcribed to him, equal with the Father. 0 


I. His OPERATIONS. 


The work of creation is aſcribed to him, the 
JJJͤõ;ͤð ]ꝛ;ñh 
In the beginning God created the heavens and 


the carth, Gen. 1. 1. 


| nn Inn the beginning was the Word, the Mord was 
( with God (and which crowns all) zhe Word was 
. JJ . 
* By the Word or Divine Logos, I think needs no 
5 : proof that thereby is meant the Son of God, be- 
3 cauſe it is generally granted by all parties; or if 


not, yet it is ſelf-evident in the Scriptures. Well! 
this being granted, the conſequence is, that he is 
od, contrary to your aſſertion that he is a crea- 
„VV | es lo 
Nov, he the Logos, that was with God, and 
was God, made the world. —— All things were 
created by him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made, John i. 1, 2, 3. and +4 
VNV. 10. He was in the world, and the world was 
made by him; the very fame that is predicated 
of God, Gen. i. 1. as aboveſaid. And left it 
ſhould be ſuppos'd that he created only material 
| beings, we are told, that by him were created all 
things that are created in Heaven, and that are in 
the earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, principalities and powers. 
ALL THINGS were not only created by Him, but 
(and which is very aſtoniſhing, if he were a meer 
1 ; creature) 


creature, there wo 
. 


creature) for him, alſo; the ame that is ſaid of the 
Father, Rev. iv. 11.—for thou but creicd 2/! 


things, and for thy pleaſure, they are, and wore = 
Now the poſition laid down and proved here, 


is, that Jcius Chriſt created all things. And the 


Apoltle aſſures us, eb. iii. 4. that he that built 
(or made) all things, is God; from whence reſults 
this inference, that Jeſus Chriſt is God, becaulc he 
made all things. I challenge all mankind to deny 
the concluſhon. ; oo 


And I am very ſure, that if the 4rians could 


produce ſuch an a, tag to prove him a meer 
be no end of the repetition 


ro! 
11d 


And if it be anſwer'd, that the Father could 
delegate this power to a creature, it is only beg- 


ging the queſtion; for although he can do what 


he will, yet he cannot will any thing that is a con- 
tradiction, or contrary to his nature. From whence 
we may ſay, without offence, that he cannot dye, 
that he cannot deny himſelf, nor lye, Fc. becauſe 
theſe things are contrary to his nature, and a con- 


tradiction; and for him to give power to a meer 


creature to create, is alſo a contradiction. 4 
creature can be hut à creature, however great and 


excellent his nature may be; but he that can cre- 


ate, is a Creator, and not a creature; the very idea 
EA 


of ſuch a being will admit of nothing elle. A 
creature indeed may produce many excellent things 


out of pre-exiſting matter, but to create, naturally 
ſuppoſeth the producing of ſomething out of no- 
thing, which is the peculiar of Omnipotence, and 


not the work of any creature; and therefore it 


Chriſt Jeſus created the world, he is a Creator. 
and conſcquently God, equal with the Father. 
There is no created being, that can annihilate rhe 
ſmalleit atom, it is contrary to the nature or 2 
pg „„ - creature 
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ing, is a contradiction to it. 5 
Il pray the favour of you, Sir, ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider of theſe arguments: it is poſſible you may 
not have conſider'd every thing relating to this 


(26) 


_ creature to annihilate and it is 4s impoſſible that 
he ſhould create; the very conſtitution of his be- 


controverſy; and you was ſo good as to aſſure 


me, that you was not ſo «nalterably fixed in your 
ſentiments, as not to recede from them, if better 
arguments were produc'd, than what you had yet 
JJ TTT 
The next argument I ſhall bring to prove our 
Saviour's Divinity, is from thoſe attributes which 
cannot belong to any but the Almighty, yet are 
given to Jeſus Chriſt, not only the communica- 
ble, but the incommunicable attributes alſo. 


There are indeed ſome of God's attributes, that 
may be ſaid to be communicable, even to his 
creatures, becauſe they are with ſome analogy 
found in them, as to be holy, wiſe, merciful, juſt, 
Sc. yet even theſe are aſcrib'd to Chriſt, in a 
quite different manner, than they are to any crea- 
ture, of what rank ſoever. Thus he is not 
only ſaid to be wiſe, but wiſdom it ſelf. Therc- 
fore ſaid the wiſdom of God, Luke xi. 49. 
Chriſt the wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. i. 24. 5 


Again, he 1s not only call'd holy, but empha- 


tically, the Holy One, AFs xiii. 37. Thou will not 
ſuffer, thy holy One to ſee corruption. See alſo 
Rev. iii. 7. And altho' he once refus'd to be cal- 
led good Maſter, when given him only in compli- 
ment, by one that did not own his Deity, Mat. 


xix. 17. yet he cl{ewherc call'd himſelf the good 


Shepherd, which is as high a title, as good 
Maſter. ! e LN 
Again, he is not only zrze (1 John v. 10.) but 
he 1s truth it fe. Jam e rut. 


5 „ 
Joh. xiv. 6. and can any of theſe things be ſaid 
3 ]_zc TEE. 
But there are ſome of God's attributes that arc 
_ utterly incommunicable, as Omnipreſence, Eterni- 
ty, Omniſcience, Omnipotence, Cc. Theſe can- 
131 not be applicable to any creature, yet hey are all 
- | applied to Chriſt, and therefore he is God. 


(1) OMNIPRESENCE. 


7 | io ale It is ſaid of God, that he fills all places, Jer. 
3 Xxiii. 24. So Pſalm cxxxix. 7, 8, 9, 10. Whi- 
ther ſhall I flee from thy preſence? if I aſcend 
up into heaven, thou art there; if I make my 
bed in hell, thou art there; it I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt parts 
of the ſea, even there ſhall thy hand lead me, and 
oy Fg hand ſhall hold me... : 
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Even fo, Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to fil] all things, 

 #pb. iv. 10. And to fill all in all, Eph. i. 22. 
And wherever two or three are gather'd together in 
His name, he has promis'd to be in the midſt of 
them, Mat. xviii. 20.——And lo! I am with on 
_ alway, even unto the end of the world, Mat. xxviu. 
20. And is ſaid to be in heaven whilit he was 
on earth, Joh. iii. 13. Now the term where/o- 
EN, ever, or wherever, unports «biquity, which none 

1 can claim, but God only. Can a meer creature 


& 
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be in millions of places at once? which Chriſt 


} o . o 
muſt be, to make good this promiſe, to be pre- 
> | « {ſent wherever two or three are gather'd together 
in his name, or for his worthip: therefore he is 


| | God. ” 
(2.) ETERNITY and IMMUTABILIT"" 
Theſe peculiarly belong to God, and. cannot 


be found in any creature. He is from cverlaſting 


— n : 


N 
| 
| 
| : 


(233) 


to everlaſting, Pſ. ix. 2-. And / am the Lord, and 


I change not, Mal. iii. 6. "And the ſame 1s * "" $55 
Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. xiii. 8. Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame 
yeferday, and to day, and for ever; without beginning 
of days, or end of life, Heb. vii. 3. The aloha and 


_ the omega, the firſt, aud the laſt, the ALMIGHTY, 
Rev. i. 8. and leſt we ſhould imagine that theſe | 
things were not ſpoke of Chriſt, but of the Fa- 
ther, we have it explain'd in favour of Chriſt, 
Rev. n. 8. (viz.) And theſe things ſaith the II 
and the LAST, that was dead and is al:ve.- . 
Again, it is ſaid, that his LN forth have been 


of old, ever from everlaſting, Mic. v. 7. And 


directly apply'd to Chnit, Alat. ii. 5, 6. beyond | 


contradiction. 


Now if Jeſus Chriſt be without beginning of 


days, from everlaſting, the firſt, and the laſt, the 


Aimizhty, then he is God, equal with the Father, 


for the Father can claim no greater title, nor lay 
Nreater claim to eternity, than this: nor can any 


of theſe texts be interpreted or applied any other 
wav, nor to any other perſon, but to Chriſt only, 


without the moſt unnatural _— and greateſt 
abſurdity. 


G9 OMNISCIENCE. 


This is God's /ole prerogative, and it is a con- 
tradiction to fay, that any creature is omniſci- 
ent. Thou, even thou on, knoweſt the hearts 
of the children of men, 1 Kings viii. 39. 
And Tefus Chriſt doth the fame, / am be which 


fearcherb the reins and the heart, Rev. ii. 23 —— 
Thou knowet all th: MISS {avs Prter to Chriſt, 


Job. xxi. 17.— He knew all men, and what was 
in man, Jeb. ii. 125 29H knew their thoughts, 
Alas. ix. 4, 12 Me perceived the thoughts 
of their hearts FER did it of Himſelt, it was not 

3 reveal d 


Q(29) 5 
reveal'd to him,) Linde 1 ix. 47 —As the Father 


knoweth me, even fo know I the Father, Job. x. 


15. Pray obſerve, he knows the Father as fully, 
and perfefly, as the Father knows him: now the 
Father knoweth Chriſt, and all things elſe, with 
a perfect, unerring, and almighty knowledge, ſo as 
no creature can 3 to; nor is it poſſible in 


the nature of the thing, for a creature to have 


ſuch a knowledge communicated to him, nor is 
he capable to reccive ſuch knowledge, becauſs he . 
is a creature: and therefore, if Jeſus Chriſt has 
this knowledge of the Father, it moſt neceſſarily 
follows, that he 1s efentially Cod ; the conſequence 5 


is undeniable. 


Now, as the woman of Samaria ; ſaid of him, 
come ſee a man that told me all things that ever 1 


did, Ic not this the Chriſt? fo I may very juſtly ask 


concerning him, he that ſearcheth the heart, that 


knows the Father, even as the Father knoweth 
him, that knoweth the thoughts of the heart, 
and, in one word, that knoweth all things, is not 


this perſon Go I ſarely he is, or we ſhall never 


I could large, bur my deſign'd 


know who is ! 


| brevity forbids i it. 
4) OMNIPOTENCE. 


This is the Father's attribute, and incommuni- 


cable to any creature. I am the Almighty God, 
Gen. xvii. 1.—— Aud Lord of Hoſts, 2 Sam. vii. 26. 
and in many other texts, wholly needleſs to quote, 
becauſe you, and all men, allow the Father to be 


omnipotent. Vet this attribute is given to 

Jeſus Chriſt —He is call'd che Almigbty, Rev. 1. 

8 — Moſt mighty, Pſ. xlv. z. — 7e mighty God, 

Ifa. ix. 6.——The great God, Tit. ii. 13. Ou 

Cod, Ifa. XI. 3 — reſly apply'd to Chriſt, 
V 


Luke 1 1, 4+ Ty 6 — 
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for Jacob ſaw Goa 


(30). 


oui any exception) that the Father doth, the alſo 
doth the Son, Joh. v. 19.— And as the 


ather 
raiſeth the dead, and quickeneth whom he will, 


even ſo, the Son quickeneth whom he will alſo, 
Job. v. 21.-——He is alſo able to ſubdue all things 
to himſelf, Phil. iii. 21.-Lord of hoſts, Hol. xu. 
44 J. Yea, he had power over the Angel, and 
prevail'd.— He found him in Bethel, even the 
8 Lond God of hoſts— referring to Jacob's wreſt⸗- 
ling with the Angel, Gen. xxxii.— Who, al- 
tho' call'd a man, y. 24. becauſe appearing in 


the form of a man, yet was really God. For it 
is ſaid, V. 28. as a Prince haſt thou power with 


Cod. And after he had ask'd him his name, and 
was denied it, he call'd the place Peniel, V. 30. 
For, fays he, I have ſeen Goa, face to face; and 
it could not be the Father, for no man can ſce 
him and live; and if not the Father, and yet God, 
it mult be the Son, and that Son, muſt be God, 
And he that hath ſeen the Son, 
_ bath ſeen the Father, Joh. xiv. 9. Becauſe he is 


in the Father, and the Father in him, Joh. xiv. 20. 


And / in him, that he and the Father are one, 
Joh. x. 30. Being in the form of God, and equal 
wvith bim, Phil. ii. 6. And be expreſs image of 


his perſon, Heb. i. 3. And in this ſenſe, and no 
other, good Jacob ſaw God, face to face: for God 


can be likened to none but his bleſſed ſelf. —— 


To whom will ye liken God? and what likeneſs will 


we compare him to? Ia. xl. 18 —And y. . 0 


d ill 3e liken me, or ſhall I be equal ſaith the 


Lol) One? And again, Chap. xlvi. J. To whom 


ci ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare 


ane, that wwe may be lite Which queſtions. 
_ plainly imply a ſtrong negative; and prove, that 
10 created being can be compar'd, or hkened to 
Cog, or equal with him. But notwithitanding 
this, Jeſus Chriſt is co] with him, a unto 


— 


9 


(3r) 


him, and his equal, being the image of the 71 
ble God, Col. i. 15. And in the form of God, and 
bis equal, Phil. ii. 6. And fellow, Zech. xiii. 7. 
And the inference from all this, 15, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is very God, by nature, or it is direct bla: 
phemy to apply theſe plain texts to him; and 
ſurely, if he thought it zo robbery to be equal 
1 La. God, it mult ve robbery i in us to "Oy" itt o 


60 L DIVINE ADORATION. 
This i is due to God only. Thou ſhalt worſhip 


the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, 
Mat. iv. 10. And we are not to do ſervice to 


them, that by nature are not God, Gal. iv. 8. Yet 
of Jeſus Chriſt it is ſaid- 


bur) all the angels of God wks him, Heb. i. 6. 


I have ſworn by my ſelf, ſays God, that unto 
me every knee ſhall bow, and every tongue ſhall 
ſwear, Iſa. xlv. 23. And of Chriff it is written, 
at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhall bow, Phil. 
ii. 10.— Again, We ſhall all ſtand before the judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt, for it is written (as above, in 
Iſa. xlv. 23.) As I live, faith the Lord, every 
| knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall 
_ confeſs to Gop, Rom. xiv. 10, 11. Now in the 
laſt quoted text (Rom. xiv.) it is obſervable, that 
in V. 7. it is ſaid, For none of us liveth to himſelf, 
and no man dieth to himſelf. And V. 8. JPhether 


we therefore live or dye, we are the Lord's; 3 and 


leſt it ſhould be queſtion'd who this Lord is, we 
read, V. 9. For to this end Chriſt both died, and 


roſe, and revived, that He might be the Lo np, 


both of the dead and living. And V. ro. For we 


foall ail fland before the judgment ſear of Corift. 
And then, V. 11. As Ilive, faith the Lord, every knee 


ſhall bowemand every tongue AST eſsto God. W hich God 


muſt 


Let (not only men, 
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muſt be Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe the Father judgeth 
no man, Job. v. 22. But hath committed all! 

judgment to the Son; and for this very good re- 
ſion, (viz.) that all men ſbould honour the Son, as | 

they honour the Father — And how is that? but by 

divine adoration, prayer, and praiſe, for ſo the 

Father is honour'd ; and if Chriſt is to be ho- bi 

nour'd as the Father is, then he is to be ador'd, f 

prais'd, and pray'd unto in the ſame manner as 


the Father is; and if fo, he is God, equal with 
the Father. For God will not give his glory to 
another, he has aſſur'd us, that he will not, //a. 
xlii. 8. And Chriſt is fo far from taking his Fa- 
ther's glory from him, by being honour'd as the 0 


Father is, that he is by nature, the very brightue/s 
of the Father's glory, Heb. 1. 3. and a Son ſ% be- 
loved, that in him he is ever well pleaſed; which g 
he could not be, if he made himſelf equal with 5 
him, and thought it no robbery ſo to do, if he Rn 
Was not really ſow but ſo far from that, that he 192 
that /o honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the 
Father; and whoever denieth the Son (that ho- 
nour) hath not the Father, 1 Fob. ii. 23. 
Hie is Antichriſt that denieth the F and 
the Son, and he that denieth the Son, hath not 
the Father, ſo that he that denicth one, denietng 
both; at leaſt vertually; for he cannot properly be 
ſaid to be a Father, whoſe Son is not of the ſame * 
natur with himſelf... C 
Chriſt is {aid to give #5 an underſtanding, to know 1 
him that is i72e, 1 Joh. v. 20.,-And who is that? = | 
why, we arc in him, that is true, even in his Son « 3 
Jeſus Chriſt; zhis is the true God, and eternal life 
For it is life eternal to know the true God, John 
Xuvxii. 3.—Here Chriſt is ſaid to give us an under- 
ſtanding, to know the only true God : But ſurely, 
this is not the work of a creature; who can give 
another underſtanding, but him that is God? 
. Wen 


— 


| 


13) 


When Philip deſir'd Chriſt to ſhew him the 
Father, Joh. xiv. 9. his anſwer was, He that hath 

| ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father alſo. A plain ac- 
| knowledgment of his Deity ! for no man hath. 
ſcen the Father at any time, John 1. 18. nor can 
ſee him; and yet if when we ice Chriſt we ſee the 
Father, it is very evident that they are of the ſame 
nature or efſence, and conſequently Chriſt is God. 


You will pardon this digreſſion, from the ſub- 


ect of adoration that Iam now upon; but theſe ob- 
ſervations occurring to my thoughts, I could not 
tell how to paſs them by, aiming more at truth 
than method. But I now proceed. 
That civil worſhip was paid him, is paſt diſpute; 
but that religious worſhip was alſo given to him, 
is evident. To pals by the wortkip of the le- 


per, Mat. vii. 2.—Of the Ruler, Mat. ix. 18.— 


lory, they worſbip'd bim, Luke xxiv. f2. And 


. 2 at that time they did not worſhip him 
With a civil, but a religious v orſhip. Nor could 
that be a civil worſhip, which Thomas paid him a 
little before, when he call'd him, ½ Lord, and 


ES" 


fell down at bis feet to worſbip him, ſays St. 


John, of the angel, Kev. xix. 10. Aud be (cid 


unto me, ſee tha; hu do it not: worſhip God. And 


this Angel, we may well ſuppoſe, that St. 70% 
took for the Lord Jeſas Chritt himſelf, who had 


formerly appear'd to him, and at whole feet he 
fell. For we cannot ſuppoſe that St. Fon, who 
_ vrrote ſo ſtrenuouſly aguinit idolatry, ſhould — 

„ er 


Of the men in the ſhip, Mat. xiv. 23. Of the 
woman of Canaan, Mat. xv. 27. Of the man that 
was born blind, John ix. 38. I ſhall only take no- 
tice of the women after his reſurrection, Mat. 
XxViii. 9, Cc. Of the eleven, who when they 
ſaw him after his reſurrection wworſoiped him, V. 17. 
And at his aſcenſion, when he was aſcending to 
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fer to worſhip a Creature: no, not even Chriſt 
| himſelf, if he had not believ'd him to be God. 


But that he offer'd divine worthip Here, is evi- 
dent, becauſe of the rebuke the angel gave him, 


when he bid him direct his worſhip to Gop; 


which had been very impertinent, had the wor- 


ſhip which John was paying, been only cv. 


Unto the Church of God, which is at Corinth= 
with all that in every place call upon the name of 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 1 Cor. i. 1. And they 


ſtoned Stephen, calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord 
Jeſus receive my Spirit, Acts vu. 9. So that to 


call upon the name of Jcſus Chriſt, is to pray to 


him; and none are to be pray'd unto but God; 


but Chriſt was pray'd unto, therefore he is God. 
And can we believe that Szepher, in the laſt arti- 
cle of his life, ſhould commit his foul to Jeſus 
_ Chrift, if he was but a Creature? but he knew 


Chriſt and the Father were one, therefore the 


text makes Stephen's ſaying, Lord Feſus receive 


my ſpirit, to be calling upon God, as is evident to 


every obſerver. See Acts x18. 14, 21. 
In the adminiſtration of baptiſm, he is not on- 
ly join'd with the Father and Holy Ghoſt; bur 


being baptiz'd in the name of the Lord Jeſus alone, 


is equivalent to being baptized in the name of all 
the bleſed Three, as may be obſerv'd from Acts viii. 
16.—X. 4$.—xix. 7. And is he a creature, not- 
withſtanding all this? : 


(6.) Works of Divine Providence, towards the 


church and the world, are aſcrib'd to Chriſt, equal 
with the Father. 

As all things are made by hin, ſo by Him all things 
con, Col. 1. 17. 


' Hle upholds all things by the word of bis power, 


"Heb-1--3: 
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(35) 
He foal Judge the rick and the dead, 2 Tim. 
wr. 
So, God is judge of all the earth, Gen. Xvni. 27. And 
judge himſelf, Pf. 5 
His feet ſhall ftand that day upon the mount of 


olives; and the Lord my God ſhall come, and all 
his ſaints, Zech. xiv. 4, J. Anſwerable to which 


This ſame Jeſus which is taken up from you into bea- 

ven, ſhall So come in like manner as ye hare ſeen 
| bim go up into hiraden, Acts i. 11, 12. Aud we 
Dall all fland before the judgment ſcat Bd Chiifh— 
| 


To Gop, Rom. xiv. 10, 12. 

| I, even I, am he days God) and there is no 

= God with me; I Fill and I make aliv 6, Deut. 
ii. 3 

1 Tas he fave Chat the xt liveth, and 1 Das dead, 

Aud hade be keys of ceath and ell, Rev” 1. 18.— 


* 1 3 | And, J Til raiſe the 77 Hay £ 27 toe af 2 = Toh. V1. 
„ 40. For, 3 am the reſurrection and ite te, Joh. 


| He is: the Saviour of Ml men, 1 Tim. iv. 10. 
; The Saviour of the world, 70. iv. 42. 


God, 1 Tis. iii. 15. Let is claimed by Chriſt 25 


Nlat. Xvi. 18. 

. God's choſen are call'd Ei el-7 v ho ſhall 
Hay any thing to the charge of Ged's cle? Rom. 
13 T 

| 5 vii. 33. So Jeſus Chriſt ſhall ſend his i and 
8 aner together 455 cle, Nlat. XXIV. 30, 3 


(7) | His titles are applicable to none, but him 
that i is God ig.) 


Aba, and Di the Al 275, Creator of all 
things, God's Fellow, the mighty God, God 
bleſſed for ever, Immanuel, God with us. The 


F Jan; 


and every one of us ſhall give an acccunt of bemſelf 


The church is call'd the church of the liv; ing 


N 
« *y . . T6. 
en 


his church; on this rock will I build my COUTE „ 
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1 am; the image of the in- ifible God. King of 
Kings, Lord our right=ouineks. Prince df bre 


Reid roction and htc. Searcher of the heart. 
ly begotten Son or God. The true 


word of God, and the wildom of God; with 
many others, which I torbear to mention fs the 
| fake” of brevity: but a for theſe here Wer, 


they cannot be applied to 
| blaſphemy, or nonſenſe. But 
to fer Chritt, [ juſtly 3 > 
and if I mult not conclude it from ſuch are 
texts, as theſe are, I ſhall for ever deſpair of draw- 
ing any concluſions from the planes premiſes, or 


. underſtanding any thing I read. Bur the Son 
* God is come, nd bas given us an underfiand- 


. = * 


leave tuch tests upon record, if It was not to 
Mew us herchy, that Tatas bx. 35 the 7a: Gad 
24 erXx21 i fe. 5 | | 

Scripture muſt be explain's by CPE, 22505 


thoſe re<rs that n = obſcure, Dv them, tht tha === 


plain, and xcconting” ro the general COPS, os the 
old and new Teftzment. "There are in the SCnp- 
tures ee E bur N92 8 or r 
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And thus, S Sir, have I tac 2a gr= Gn m 2 ew 
pages, and thould hee drop my pen; bu: abo 


what I have aid Sig: re for er o 
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ham that is true; for be i truth Ar, 2 hs 
Spirit, which leacs into all e, would nerer 
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(% 
bas been 1 by me advanced, will 1 an 
anſwer to all the other arguments in Your book, 
for 1 dcure to be as conciſe as poſlible. 


Te ANSWER. 


« ; You far, 2 68. chat you began the enquiry 


imo the controverſy, under a full conviction, of 
the certainty of natural religion, and a firm be- 
& lief that the holy Scriptures contain a divine 
s revelation, of ſuch doctrines, as God has been 


& pleas'd to diſcover to us, Se. 


Anſmer. What the Scriptures contain, with re- 


lation to the Divinity of Jeſus Chritt, is fo very 


Plain and expreſs, that it is very aſtoniſhing a 
| Gentleman of your parts, and diſcerning, ſhould 
raue the leaſt ſcruple concerning it: for, that there 


is a God, is not more plainly reveal'd, than that 
* Chriſt is ſo; asI think has been fully prov'd, 
if the Plaineft Scripture can do it: and as to na- 
tural religion, in many things there is a certainty 
in it, and may be depended upon; as, that there 
is 2 God, and that God is to be worthip'd, and 
ſerr d, that we ſhould be merciful, juſt, and do 


25 we would de done unto, and the like: but it 


never taught us, our fall in Adam; that a Virgin 
thouid Conceive os, and bring forth A Son, 5, © 


mould be the Saviour of all them chat beliere in 
him; that this Son was to ſuffer on the cross, dye, 


rie Sun. Acend, and make interceſſion for ſin- 
ners and that we are to be ſav'd by grace, and 
not by WOTKS of righteouſneſs which we have 
dome, r. Theſe are ſome of thoſe things, 
which nature did not teach us, and the erefore ſhe 
is no in αhhe guide to ſalvation. No; this is the 
Work of revelation, and found in the Scriptures 


alone, 
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alone, which are as a light ſhining i in a dark Place, 


to guide us in the ways of truth, &c. 


You ſay, p. 23. that“ Nonſenſe cannot be 

c the conſequence of any thing ”———that is, 
I ſuppoſe, you mean, it cannot be the conſc- 
quence of any thing that is ſenſe.- 
ſay, „“ That 770 ou there is no difference between 
nonſenſe, and anintelligible ſenſe, which, p. 14. 
and 16. you call grammatical nonſenſe, and 
© a hcap of abſurditics, not to be explain'd. ” 


But with Submiſſion, J conceive, that what is 


umelligible, to you or me, may not be ſo to o- 


thers; no, nor /o in its own nature neither: When 
time was, ſalvation by a crucified Saviour, was 
to the wiſe Greeks downright nonſenſe, and a 
heap of abſurdities, not ob 

the Jews but little better; yet to others, and in 
its own nature too, it was both the wiſdom and 
8 ot of Gro 94% Cor. 1. 235 + And fooliſhneſs . 
only to them that periſh, y. 18. For our faith 


docs not ſtand in the wiſdom of man, nor in what 
he conccives to be right, but in the power of 


God, and what he has reveal'd of himſelf to us: 
and if thro' our natural weaknels, „at be unin- 
tel! agible to our 7e2/0n, it may, however, be ve- 
TY plain to our faith, which meets with no difh- 


culty Qt x all, about any thing, that is reveal'd in the 
Scriptures; who tell us, amongſt other things, 
that Chr:7 and the Father are one: that Chriſt is 
the 77 ord, and zhat Word is God; and yet was 


ade fiche that he is God's beloved Son, in hom 
be is Sell pleaſed + that be X as in the for m of 
1 05 „ lud tv /s image of his Perſon, and that he 
Fooaght It 310 4ouven'y 10 Þ 2 equal with him, and that 
4% 1s ade unte all that believe 1n him, WI}: on, 15 
ca,, . ſuntlificationg aud redemption, au 
(a? ig man can come to the Father, but by bim; 
Wah num: erous other texts, which, to natural rea- 


ͤ— 8 — — = 


But you 


e explain'd, and to 


(39) 


ſon, are nonſenſe, and unintelligible. But the on- 


ſenſe is on our parts, who would comprehend, what 
is incomprehenſible, and becauſe we can't do it, we 
reject it, as an abſurdity. God manifeſt in 2 
fleſh, is ſuch a myſtery, that angels, in vain, pry 
into the ſecret, and adore! and yet man! ſhort- 
3 man! would bring it to the line of his = 
 reafon! , 
| You are very right, where you fay, p. 7. 5 that 
the doctrine of the Trinity, and the myſtery 
< of the hypoſtatical Union, have not the leaſt 
foundation in aatural religion :“ for, as J have 
before obſerv'd, they are myſteries not taught in 


nature's ſchool, but are the work of faith alone, 


and ſufficientiy reveal'd in the Scriptures : and, I 


- conceive, that it is venturing beyond our com- 


miſſion, to call this doctrine acnſenſe, becauſe we 


cannot reconcile it to our corrupt reaſon. 2 
That to worſhip any creature, how glori- 


ce ous ſoever, is downright idolatry, as you fay 


< very truly, P. 72. and (ſay you) our God is a 
“ jealous God, and will not give his glory to 


. 


© another; no, not to his only begotten Son.“ 


But here hon 42/5 it: for he has not only me 
manded all his azzz2/s ro worthip him, Heb. LE” 


but has commanded, that all men ſhould honour 


HIS Sox, even as they bozour the Father himſelt, 
Joh. v. 23. And how the Father is to be ho- 


noured, T leave to your own meditations, and to 


what has been ſaid already on that head. But you 
ſav, Angels and men, worſhip the Son, in ſubs; di- 
nation 15 the Father :“ but vou have not been 
fo kind as to prove your aſſertion, bv any one 
tent of Scripture, nor to tell us what this ſubor- 
dinate worſhip is: wherein does it Nene Ol 


how does it ditfer from chat of the Father 
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cc You ay, 7 20. that it is impoſſible to be- 


ſtle aſſures us, is a great one. 


But that you are under a miſtake, when vou 
. fav, that © z7 is impoſſible to believe a propoſition 
we can't wderſtand z ” theſe following texts 


prove beyond all contradiction (Dig.) 
Oh the depth of the riches, both of ie wif, 


and knowledge of God ! how unſearchable are bis 
_ Tudgments? and bis % Was PAST FINDING OUT! 


Rom. Xi. 33. 
T here are unſeat th. 2 riches of Chrit, Esbe/ 
v. 8. 
The Peace of God, paſſer all undes Handling, 


Phil. ie. 7 5 
IM love of Chriſt paſſe! knowledre, Epheſ.; Trl 


9. l ho is able to ds exceeding a: bund. zur, above 
has we can ast or inmt, . 29. Eye bath not 
Neuber baih it entei'd into the 
Leart of mar, the things which God brd pre pas d 
for them that luxe bim, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Sir, be pleaſ- 
ed _ conſider theſe texte, and you will ſee your 
mit Ake. 


cc lieve*a propoſition that can't be underſtood; 
meaning the doctrine of the Trinity, and the hy- 5 
poſtatical Union. So that by this rule you put a 
problem in Divinity, on the ſame foot with one 
in Algebra. But here, I conceive, it will be neceſſary : 
to enquire, whether the impoſſibility lies in the 
thing to be explain'd, or in our underſtandings? 
and whether all things, that we are to believe, 
we are alſo oblig'd to underſtand, the modus of 
their exiſtence. If we are ſo oblig'd, I don't ſce 
any uſe, faith is of to us; for where is the virtue, 
to believe, what we perfectly know? nor would 
there be any myſteries at all, in our religion; nor 
would even that cardinal one, of God manifeſt in 
 #he fleſh, be any myſtery at all which the Apo- 


In 2 F ſay, „The Son is a creature. And 


« p. 13. Whatever is created bad a beginning, &c. 


That the human nature of Chriſt is a creature, 
and had a beginning, is allow'd, but that he had 
a divine nature, that had 20 beginning, but was 
from eternity, I hope I have ſufficiently pro- 
ed in theſe pages, ſo that it is needleſs to repeat 
F that here: for his goings forth have 
evidently been from everlaſting 3 and he is the 


ſame, yeſterday, and to day, and for ever. 


[tho b. 22. you are pleas d to make this bd, and, 8 
I think; very unfair challenge, (viz.) for any man to 


produce ſuch a text as this, (viz.) © That in the 


« unity of the Godhead, there are three Perſons, of 
« one ſubſtance; or that the Holy Ghoſt proceeding 
« from the Father and Son, is of one ſubſtance, ma- 
© jeſty, and glory, with them, very, and eternal 


« God.” And Imight with the fame force of rea- 


ſon, and ſtrength of argument, and eloquence, 
call upon you to produce a text that ſays the 


CONTRARY, in totidem verbis. But that you may 


- ſee the unfairneſs of ſuch a demand, I ſhall take 
liberty to ask of you, even to produce ſuch a text, 
as fays, that the Father is Omniſcient, Omnipre- 
ſent, Ine ffable, or Incomprebenſible. I know you 


cannot do it, becauſe, there are no ſuch words in 


all tbe Bible; and yet we all know, that the Al- 


mighty is /o. Now if you anſwer, that if heſe 


| every words are not to be found there, yet there 


are numerous texts that pony demonſtrate zhe 
thing. I reply upon you in the {ame manner (v:Z.) 


that if the very words you call for are not to be 


found in any one text of Scripture, yet there are 
great multitudes, wherein the thing is plainly e- 
vinced; which amounts to the ſame thing . 


and is as expreſſive of the import of 7ho/e words, 


as if they were particularly named in one text; 
and therefore to demand ſuch a text, would only 
nk „ SED indicate 
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43 


indicate that one was reduc'd to the loweſt ebb of 


argument, and — rather than defended his 


Cale. --:- 
In p. zo, and 31. you been to take great com- 


placency, in * ſome texts, that prove there 

which no body denies, on our 
ſide the controverſy, any more than on your's. 
And particularly you quote Epheſ. iv. 4, 5, 6.— 
One God, and Father of all, who is above all, 
& and thro 'all, and in you all. 


& vii. 6. But to us there is but. one God the Father, 


& of whom are all things, and we in him, and one 


© Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all * and 
cc Te by bim. 
To which J anſwer, that if we were to ick | 
out texts, to ſerve our purpoſe, without conſider- 
ing the relation they bear to the whole ſcope of 
the Scriptures, or without comparing one text 
with another; a warm bead, and fruitful i imagi- 
nation, might produce Scripture to countenance 
the worſt of errors; and as to the laft quoted 
text, it is very evident from the context, that the 


Apoſtle there 15 ſpeaking of the onc Gd, in oppo- 


| fition to the many falſe Gods of the heathen, and 


of Chriſt as the” one Mediator, in oppoſition to 


the mam) meaiators that the heathen had intro- 
duc'd. As . 4. Ne tn that an idol is nothing 
at all, and there is none other God but one. And 

Y. F. For the there be that are called Gods, be- 
ther in beaden, or in earth, as there be Gods many, 


and Lords many. Then 5 6. But to us there ts 
but one God, &c. So that I cannot ſee that 


theſe texts 'do vou any ſervice, eſpecially if you 


pleaſe to conſider, what the fame Apoſtle has ſaid 


in all his epiſtles, ro aſſert the Deity of Chriſt, 
as J hare often quoted them in this controv erſy, 


to which I refer. And if it be true, that 7 75 


7727 10 du be * ne God, aud Je/n 128 


2 2 ( 


And LO. 


(43) 


cn whom be bas ſent, as you well obſerve from 


Joh. xvu. 3. p. 31. It is 20 leſs true, from 1 Fob. 


v. 20. that the Son of God is come, and has giv- 


een us an underſtand: to know him that is true, 


and we are in him 15 true, eden in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. This 15 "the trae C ard eternal 


life. 


In Jo x. 10. The K is call'd the true 


Cod; and bere Chriſt is call'd /; from whence L 
infer, chat they are one in efſerice; for he is in the 
Father, and the Father in him, and are ſ% one, 
= Gori ng e hath ſeen the Father, 
\ Fob. xiv. 6, , 8, 9. And he that hateth him, 
hateth the a Job. Xv. 23,24. And who- 
ſoever denieth the 8 hath not the Father, 


1 Job. ii. 23. And altho' the Father 23 be Fa- 


ther) is greater than the Son, confider'd as Medi- 
ator on!, yet whatever Ttitbeut exception) the Fa- 
ther doth, bar the Son doth likewiſe, Job. v. 19. 


for he 15 equal with the Farther. 


You fay, p. 33. © Thar the title G is never 


given to the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, when join- 


E 
4 monftration, that the writers of the new Te- 


ſtament, had ns #5:ion of an equilty between 
< them, but defignedly guarded againſt it. 

If he title God was never given them, when 
named with the Father, it the more ſtrongly 
ſhews, that they are cxe, and need not to be di- 
ſtinguiſh' d ſeverally, or apart, by that title, b 


named all together 2nd if when they are named 
fngly, they are call'd God, they cannot be wndc:- 


ed, becauſe named 75ge:ber ; bur rather, the Fa- 


ther being call'd God, 2nd my named with 


him, ſhews, that under tba: * 5; they are alt 


comprehended, 25 cke God. 
Bur that the writers of che . mem had 


no notion of ny between them, but de- 


G 2 5 | ened!: 3 


9 Vn OY” TEE ts n r 


„ 
ſignedl "ge againſt it, is a very ſtrange aſ- 
— r a man that has ſtudied he — Te- 
ſtament; and is a flat contradiction to thoſe nu- 
merous texts, by me already brought from thence, 
as well as to almoſt every chapter of the apoſto- 
lick writings ſo that it merits no farther anſwer. — 
As to your argument, p. 38. “ That all te 
* Trinity are never mention'd together but once, 
ce in the apoſtolical ſalutations, and that the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt are never mention'd together 
4 without the Father, I cannot ſee that it makes 
_—— , wd. 
The mentioning of them once, is as well as if 
it had been done twenty times; and ſhews, that 
they are equally concern'd in man's ſalvation. And 
0 whar will you ſay to the Father's being never 
mention'd alone, 4 much as once, in any of theſe 
ſalutations? but what of that? ſhall we from hence 
_ infer, that he is not equally concern'd with the 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in our redemption? ſure- 
ly no: and if the Son and Holy Ghoſt are men- 
tion'd together with the Father but once (dig.) 
2 Cor. Xiu. 14. Yet I crave leave to oblcrve, 
that in al the epiſtles under mention'd, that were 
wrote moſtly to whole churches, the Apoſtle | 
mentions c the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his ſuppli- | 
_ cations, without naming the Father at all (vg) 
The grace of or Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you 


[ 
1 
' 
j 
' 
b 


Rom. xvi. 29. A with jour ſpirit, V. 2.4. — * 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſi be with thy ſpirit, Tim. 5 
iv. 22.—— fe ec of ow Lord Jeſus Chrift Fs 


be with yer [piniry, Philem. y.25.,—And (which 
7s exceedingly remai able) lays the Apoſtle, this is 
my token in eur; epiſile:Sol write. The grace 
of our Lord Jeſas Chri- with you all, Amen, 


2 EF hot. iii. 17, 18.——Here Chriſt ſtands a“ 


lee as 2 giver of grace, and is prope to, as onc 
able to do it; and the Apoſtle is 


o plcas'd with 
ir 


- 
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of 


- 


- 445 3. 

it, chat he concludes his epiſtles with it, and 

makes it a characteriſtict, whereby the epiſtles 
might be known to be his.——— What! pray to a 


creature! and wiſh the grace of a creature to the 


ſouls of men! _ no man will ſay that a crea- 
ture is able to confer grace. However, altho? 


_ Chriſt ozly is nam'd, and not the Father, nor Spi- 
rit, yet they are not excluded, but included; as 
they were when they were not named in that form 
Lon, where the ordinance was only per- 
form'd, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, Acts viii. 
16. xix. f,———— Altho' by the original inſtituti- 
on it was to be done in the name of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Mat. xxviii. 19. — 
But whatever is done in the name of one, is in- 
cluſive of the whole. For the Father is the G © 
of grace, 1 Pet. v. 10. And the Holy Ghoſt is 
the Spirit of grace, Heb. x. 29. And grace and 


4 


truth came by Jeſus Chriſt. 


And it is well worth our notice, the glory that 
is given to Chriſt, in the doxologies, without 
naming the Father, or holy Spirit at all; as well 
as in the ſupplications above taken notice of; and 
which the inſpir'd Apoſtle dare not have given, 
had not Chriſt been God. But he is the Lord of 


glory, and therefore, we muſt give glory and praiſe 


to him- But grow in grace, and in the know 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : to 
whom be glory, both now, and for ever, Amen, 

2 Pet. iii. 18. Again, Unto Him that loved us, and 
waſhed us from our fins, in bis own blood (and that 
is our bleſſed Saviour) fo him be glory and domini- 

on, &c. Rev. i. 5, 6. And alſo, Heb. Xiii. 21.— 
Thro' Feſus Chriſi, to whom be glory for ever and 


ever, Amen, &c. 8 


And altho' he is mention'd alone in the general 
ſalutations abovenamed, yet in other places he is 
join'd with the Father. race be to ou, and 
| 5 ; peace 


aw +44 „„ „ „ — f — 
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peace from God our Father, and from the Lord fe- 
_ {is Chriſt, Col. i. 2.—— Now God himſelf, and 
aur Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, direct our 
way unto you, 1 Thel. iii. 11. But if Jeſus Chriſt 
was a meer creature, how came the Apoſtle to 


pray that he (equally with the Father) would di- 
rect his way to Thepalonica ? ſurely the Father 
alone was ſufficient to do hat, without being 
join'd with a creature. 8 
But ſomewhat, as worthy, of notice juſt now, 
comes into my thoughts, where Chriſt is join'd _ 
with the Father and named BEroRE him. Now our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift himſelf, and God, even our Fa- 
ther, which bath loved us, and given us everlaſting 
conſolation, and good hope, thro* grace, comfort your 
Hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good word and 
work, 2 Theſ. ii. 16. Now, not to pretend any 
advantage from Jefus Chriſt's being named before 
Ihe Father, J muſt obſerve, however, that he is 
equally prayed unto with the Father, to comfort 
the hearts of the Theſſalonians, and to eſtabliſh 
them in every good word and work; and I muſt 
appeal to your ſelf, and to the common ſenſe of 
all Proteſtants, whether any creature in heaven 
(as Chriſt then was) can hear any prayer that is 
made po the earth, or if they could, whether 
creature can give to any others, eve; laſt= 
ing conſolation, and good hope, thro' grace comfort 


any ſuc 


their hearts, and eftabliſh them in every good word 


and work? if not, Chriſt muſt' be God, equal 
with the Father, or St. Paul muſt be ſadly miſ- 
taken in him, or be guity of idolatry, in pray- 
1 


ing to him. I ſhould be well plcas'd to hear 
what anſwer can be made to this; and 7his, with 
the reſt, ſhews to me, that Jcſus Chriſt is God 
over all, bleſſed for ever, Rom. v. 9. and that in 


him dwells the flze/s of the Godhead, bodily; and 
I defire that it may be conſider'd, what is intend- 


d 


F. 
Ge 
af 


duct towards him. 


EE 


cd here, by the fulneſs of the Godhead z and what 


is meant by its dwelling in him, bodily: theſe 
things are worthy our conſideration and ought 
to be of very great weight, in regulating our con- 

In p. 43. you ſay, the queſtion is, what 
« we are to underſtand by the word begotzezr. 


And p. 43. Adam is call'd the Son of God, on 
« account of his creation, Lyk. iii. 38. And 
“ ſaints are call'd /o, on account of their ſanctifi- 


ce cation, Rom. viii. 13, 14. All this I allow 
is true; but what does this relate to Chriſt? who 


is the only begotten of the Father? that is, /o be- 
gotten, as no other ever was; which cannot be, 


either by creation, as Adam was, nor by ſanctifi- 
cation, as the ſaints are; for then he could not be 


the only begotten; therefore, he muſt be of his 
Father's nature or eſſence, eternally, and incom- _ 
prehenſibly begotten by him, and neceſſarily pro- 
ceeding from him, ſo as to be the expreſs image 
of his Perſon. But you ſay, p. 44. That he 


« was the begotten Lon, as he was created by the 
« Father, and the only begotten, as he was the 
« fir{t-born, and is the moſt excellent of all God's 


creatures. This is very ſurprizing indeed! : 
that to beet, and to create, are ſynonimous terms, 
or words, of the like import; as (you ſay) are 


only begotten, and firi-born : bur, ſurely, you will 


not inſiſt upon thele aſſertions; for according to 
the firſt, Adam was as much the begotten Son 
of God, as he; and according to the ſecond, the 

eldeſt ſon, or firſt-born of every man, mult be 


his only begotten ſon; which would ſcarcely be 


allow'd for good ſenſe, before any man of com- 


mon underſtanding; and it is amazing, that a 


Gentleman of your penetration ſhould affirm an 


ſuch thing, and without the leaſt proof to uphold 
2 The 


oo! 


ET Ton 
. The Apoſtle ſays, of believers, that they are the 
f | fons of God, who have receiv'd the ſpirit of adop- 
tion, Rom. viii. 14, 17. But in V. 32. he calls 
Chriſt, God's own Son; ſo as no other is, or can 
be; not by creation or adoption, as angels and be- 
levers are, but by eternal generation, or emanati- 
on from him; not zerly by an act of his will, 
but by a neceſſity of nature, ſuch as conſiſts with 1 
ſuch an act of his will, as hat whereby he neceſ= 
_ farily loves himſelf. —— All things were made by 
him, and therefore he cannot be a creature, un- 
leſs we will ſuppoſe that he made himſelf, or that 
he was uo pait, of the all things, there ſpok- 
When St. John tells us, Joh. i. 1. that the 
 FVird was God, he alſo calls him the only begotten 
of the Father, y. 14. So that according to this 
Ahpoſtle, Chriſt was /o the only Begotten of the Fa- 
ther, that he was very God; ſo that we need not 
go far, or be at any loſs to know, what is meant 
by his being call'd the only begotten Son of God. | 
It is pretty ſtrange what you ſay, Pp. 45. © That 
© in thoſe parts of the new Teſtament where the 
“ Son is mention'd with the greateſt pomp and 
« folemnity of expreſſion, there is alwaus ſome- 
„ thing added, that plainly ſhews him to be a | 
“ Creature; and particularly, you quote Heb. i. | 
& and Joh. i——” I muſt confeſs, that had I 1 


been to prove your point, thoſe two chapters ſhould 
have been the laſt thought of by me for that 
| purpoſe. As to the firſt of Flebrews, it is there * 
78 5 Rid of Chriſt, That he is heir of all things; tbat 
he made the worlds that he is the brightneſs of 6 
his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his Per- 
on that he upholds all things by the word of his 
power. That by himſelf he purged our ſin. h 
he is God's Son and by the Father, called God 
| that he laid the foundations of the earth, 2 the 
: bea dens 


Tow) 


Heavens are the work of his hands, &c. Now theſe 
are expreſſions too high to be applied to any crea- 
ture; and if Chriſt was not God, they were no 
way applicable to him: nor could it anſwer any 
good purpole, to ſet off a meer creature, with all 
this pomp: what glory did it bring to God? or 
what good unto the ſo £ 
| contrary, led them into miſtakes, of fatal conſe- 
guence.— The worlds were made in fix days; 
and this chapter tells us, they were made by the 
Son: now it he is not God, I am bold to athrm, 


uls of men? but on the 


he could not do it, not only in fix days, but not in 


ſix years, let his delegated power be what it will, 
for if he is a creature, he muſt act as a creature, 
and can be but in one place, and be making but 
one thing at once Now there being lo many 


thouſands of millions of creatures, 1n the animal, 


vegetable, and mineral world on, a meer creature 
is ſo far from being capable to create them in /x 


days, that it is impoſſible for him, particularly to 


name them, in that ſpace ; and altho' Chriſt is here ſaid 
to create the heavens and earth, yet in other parts 


of holy Writ, it is ſaid, God created them; both 


which muſt be true, or the Scripturcs falſe; and 


if truc, then Chriſt is God, and your poſition 
overthrown. _ CT „„ 
But you lay great ſtreſs upon V. 4, 9. “ in 


this chapter: the one of which ſays, he was 


& ;zade better than the angels; and the other, 
© God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
& the oil of gladneſs above thy tellows. 355 

As to the word made, it no more ſignifies be- 
ing created, than the other text, which you lay 


ſuch ſtreſs upon, Fob. i. 14. where it is ſaid, 
the Word was made tleſh : where the meating can 
with no ſenſe be, that the Word was zuwn'd into 
fleſh, but only znited to it. He is made better 


than the Angels, as he is made upto us, wiſdom, 
A righteouſncſs, 


(50) 5 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption. And 
as to thoſe words, God even thy God, we know it, 
and the Scripture calls him the God and Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: that is, his God, as 
man, and his Father, as he is his only begotten 
Son, by an eternal generation : he 1s 7-4 the God 
and Father of Chriſt, as that Chriſt and the Fa- 
ther are one; and he (as well as the Father) is o- 
ver all, God, bleſſed for ever. 
And as to Joh. i. nothing in all the Scriptures 
is more directly againſt you, and therefore, it is 
very wonderful, that you fo much as name it, to 
rove Chriſt to be a creature. — n the beginning 
was the Word, the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God! with much more lofty language 
to the ſame purpoſe, methinks, is enough to con- 


if there was nothing more in all the Bible. 
Sir, If you had ſuch plain texts, as theſe, to 
ſupport your cauſe, you might, with very good 
reaſon, ſay, as you now do, without any, P. 49. 
That there is no need of nice criticiſms, ſchool- 
diſtinctions, or turns of wit, to {train and wre- 
„ draw words, contrary to their plain, and ob- 
« vious meaning. No; In the beginning 
was the Nod, and the Ford was with God, and 
the Mord was God, are ſuch very plain expreſſi- 
ons, that, it is amazing, any man can miſtake 
their meaning! OD ns 
And it is very extraordinary, what you affirm 
in p. F2. (viz.) © That if the Son was ve- 


% God, equal with the Father, and of the 


“ fame ſubſtance, he could not have left his Fa- 
ce ther's glory, nor in any ſenſe have humbled. 
af eee 

c himſelt, nor ſuffer' d; whereas, no body ever 

pretended that his Deity did, or corld ſuffer : it 

was the human nature o, that was capable of 

that; but it was the Deith's being united to it, 
„„ 


(51) 
| that gave a value to ſuch ſufferings; and altho' 
he was on carth, the Deity was not ſeparated, or 
| divided into parts, for that is impoſſib ble; but he 
Bo Was in heaven, and upon the carth, at the lame 
2 inſtant, Joh. iii. 13. for he was God, and God is 
N cvery where preſent alike, and that Chrilt is ſo, 1 
e hink is fully prov'd in thele pages. - 
In p. 40 you inter the Son's inferiority to the 5 
Father; & Becauſe, he lay „ my Father 1s great- 
& er than I, Joh. xiv. 28. And that he is not 
" omnilcient, and, conſequently, not equal with 
the Father, becauſe he confeſieth himſelf ig- 
e norant of the day of judgment, Mark xiii. 32. 
According to our conceptions, or ideas of things 
: (vix.) conſidering the Father, meerly as the La- 
1 ther, and the Son, meer ly as the Son, as we gene- 
rally conceive of a Father and Son; the Son, as 
the Son, is inferior to the F.: ather, as a Farber. 
2 Tho} how far thoſe relations in the Divine Na- 
ture imply it, no man can tell; and conſidering 
_ Chriſt in his office capacity, as Mediator, he is 
certainly inferior, but conſidering the Son, as 
Cod by nature, he is equal 70, and as great, as the 
Father; becauſe, the nature or eſſence of bt is 
the ſame (as has been made very evident) being 
God over all, bleſſed for evermore, and one with 
the Father: and it is wholly impoſſible that the 
= fulneſs of the Godhead, which the heaven of 
TY * heavens cannot contun, ſhould dwell Body, in 
„any being, that is not God by nature; a nutſhel 
map as ſoon contain the occan, or à camel pus 
thro' the eye of a needle : and it is che not con- 
ſidering Chriſt, in his two natures (as I at firſt 
obſcrv'd) that is the cAuic of all the miſtakes a- 
bout his perſon. But the Scriptures raunut be brok- 
en: and you might, if you had plcas'd, have ob- 
ſerv'd allo, that he ſaid he could do "north; ng of 
himſelf, (Job. v. 19.)—or apart front the Father, 


H 2 becauſe 


nature, are aſcrib'd to 


V 
pbecauſe their eſſence is the ſame, and ſo could not 
be divided in operation, but acted jointly in all 
things; the Divine Nature being the principle of 
operation in rh; and therefore whatever one 
perſon doth, the other may be ſaid to do like- 


wiſe— that is, when he is ſpoken of as God; 
for in his human nature, whilſt on earth, he was 
ſubject to all ſinleſs infirmities of life, and even 

to death it (elf, as well as other men; for his hu- 

man nature is finite, and limited, even now in hea- 


ven, whilſt his eſſential preſence, as God, fills all 


places. . ) 

Sometimes the _— which he did, in one 
im, when he is ſpoken of 

in another: ſo it is ſaid, that he, as God, pur- 


_ chaſed the church with his own blood, As xx. 


blood to ſhed.—— Bt oy 
And I beg you to obſcrve, that in that text ſo 


often by me quoted, Heb. i. 3. where he is cal- 
led the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the 
expreſs image of his perlon——he is not call'd 


the brightneſs of the Godbead's glory, nor the ex- 


preſs image of the Godhead, for ſuch an expreſſi- 


on might ſeem to import, that he is ſomething 


 aifferent from the Godhead; but being expreſt as it 


is, it ſhews, that he is diſtinct in perſonality, and 


vet the very /ame in eſſence with the Father. 


And to that text, Mark xiii. 32. where he 
declares his ignorance of the day and hour, when 


the day of judgment ſhould be, notwithſtanding 


you arc plcas'd to call it a mean ſhift, and triſling 


eva/ion, to lay, that this is ſpoken of his human 


nature, excluſive of the Divine, 1 muſt how- 


_ ever ſay, it is true; for how is he elſe ſaid to know 


11 things, Joh. xxi. 17. that is, he knew all things 


as God, but was ignorant of this thing, as man. 


59 


But if he was ignorant of it, in 0% his natures, 


1 | - he 


. 
he did not know all things, and fo what Peter 
faid of him, in this text, was falſe; which ] ſup- 


poſe you will not aftirm.——1 ſay, with the Scrip- 
tures, that he knew all things and if notwith- 
| ſtanding you will ſay that, in neither of his na- 
— ' tures, E the exact time of the day of 
[ judgment, it will be a laudable work in you to 
reconcile theſe two texts, without unnatural force; 
for he that knows all things, mult as neceſſarily be 
God, as he that made all things, which the Apo- 
ſtle tells us, is truc, Heb. iii. 4.——as is before 
obſerv'd. 5 „ 
lou take much pains from p. FF. to p. 62. to 


1 


FRIES 
'& JSST 


Io © 


prove the Holy Ghoſt to be a creature, tho? with 
degrees of excellency ſuperiar to other crea- 
„CV! ß ” 
To which I anſwer. in the words of a great 
AApoſtle: But Peter jul, Ananias, wy bath Sa- 
4 tan fill d thy heart, to lie unto the Holy GhoH ? 
Thon haſt not lied unto man, but unto God, Acts v. 
33 4. from whence it :3 very evident, that he that 
lies to the Holy Ghoſt (or fins againſt him) lies 
unto (or {ins againſt) God; which would be a ve- 
ry great abſurdity and untruth, to affirm, if he 
was not eſſentially God. . 
And if he is a creature, he is not only ſuch a 
creature as may be ſinn'd againſt, but the fin is of 
ſuch a nature, as it ſhall never be forgiven, nei 
ther in this world, nor in that to come, Mat. 
. xii. 31, 32. And this we are aſſured of by our 
bleſſed Saviour, who is truth it ſelt. 0 
How! is all manner of ſin, againſt both Fa- 
ther and Son, pardonable, and yet the fin againſt 
a meer creature, never to be torgiven,——rhis is 
wWorthy a ſerious thought! ES 
If he is a creature, he is ſuch a one, as ſearch- 
eth and knoweth the deep things of God, 1 Cor. 
ii. 10, 11. That helpeth our infirmitics (all be/jev- 
ers 
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ers every where at once) with groanings that cannot 


be utter'd, Rom. viii. 26.—And that bears witneſs 
with our ſpirits, that we are the children of God, 


V. 16 —He is never ſaid to be created, or made, 


or produced]; but as the, Son was the only begotten 
of the Father, ſo he proccedeth from him in 
nan unconceivable, or incomprehenſible manner 


Joh. xv. 26.—He is ſuch a creature, (if he be one,) 
as is eternal, eb. ix. 14. — And we have no ac- 


count that he cver began to be, or that the Fa- 
ther was cver without him, or that he is at all o? 

blig'd to the Father, or Son, for his exiſtence.— 

He is ſuch a creature, as altho' ſpoken of, as ſeni 


by the Father and Son, yet is never ſpoken of as 


receiving any command from them, or as —_ 5 


in obedience to them. Indecd, Chriſt conſider'c 


in his office, capacity, and in his human nature, 
is ſaid to receive a command from his Father, 


Joh. x. 18. But no ſuch thing is ever ſaid of the 
Spirit. Chriſt, becauſe of his inferior nature, per- 
ſonally united to the divine, was capable to be- 
come God's ſervant; but che Holy Ghoſt being 


meerly a Divine Perſon, and having no inferior 
nature, was uncapable of recciving any commands, 


or of paying any obedience; and as to its being 


ſaid that the Father will ſend the Spirit in Chriſt's 


name, it can only mean the Spirit's coming, in 


the virtze of Chriſt's death, on which his coming 


Oo 


alone depends. e 

If he is a creature, he is never ſpoken of as re- 
ceiving ability from God, nor of being account- 
able to him. God is never laid once to be his 


Co; nor docs the Spirit ever call him my G. 


To be born of God, Job. 1. 13. is to be born 
of the Spirit, Joh. ili. 5, 6, 8. Hc is never 


ſaid to be govern'd by God, or ſubject to his do- 


minion, as all creatures are, and cannot but be.— 


Again, except a man be born of Vine he cannot 
1 enter 


that never perfect 


£33. 


enter into the kingdom of God, Joh. iii. 7. We 
can no more be Yav'd without his work, than 
without the Father, and Son: 


of the one, or redemption of the other, can 


have no effect, without the application of — 
Holy Ghoſt. 


Again, if he cb. a creature, he is ſuch a one, 


cannot receive, Fob. xiv. 


ing of him? and as he is the Spirit of truth, 


and leads into all truth, and can teach us nothing 
elſe, can we ſuppoſe, that he would tuffer the 
many millions, that daily worthip him as God, to 
receive ſuch erroncous notions, and entertain ſuch 
blaſphemous conceptions concerning himſelf, for 
ſo many hundred ycars eee and never once 
undecave them? 5 
And farther, if he is a creature, he is FI 2 
| one, as is the author of the Bible. 


old ſpoke, and wrotc, as they were moved by 


the Holy Ghoſt: he did not come to them, with 


a Thus ſaith the Lord, as if he was a delegate; 


but he ſpoke his own words to them, ind” they. 
deliver'd them to the pcople, with thoſe very 


words, as commiſſion'd directly from him only. 
If he is a creature, how is it poſſible that he 
ſhould be every where preſent, both in heaven, 


and on carth, and in every true belicver's heart at 
once? how can he be the uniting Spirit, between 


Chriſt the vital head in heaven, and all his livin 
members on carth? he cannot be in Chriſt, and 


chem, 


4 * * ' * * „ } — . Ys 4 . - 
er 


the clection 


vd any act of worſhip to the 
Father, nor app to God, in prayer, or praiſe; 
and if he is neither one that pays, nor receives 
worſhip, what fort of an independent _ mult 
he be? . 5 

He is the Spirit of truth which the world 

But if he was a 

Creature, what ſhould hinder the world's receiv- 


Holy men of 
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i i 
them, without a diviſion of himſelf, (as he muſt, 
if hc is in them at all) if he is a creature. 
And now, Sir, 1 am perſuaded, that what J 
have ſaid in theſe few pages, both from plain Scrip- 
ture, and arguments cet from thence, docs 
undeniably prove the proper Deity of the Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, to every man, that is not reſolu- 
ed, that nothing ſhall convince* Im. I am but a 
weak inſtrument, and have not Made this contro- 
verſy my ſtudy, neither have I leiſure for ſuch 
things; but, I hope, I have ſaid nothing here, 
inconſiſtent with that reſpect I owe you, though 
much ſhort of what J could have ſaid, but was 
loth to enlarge, becauſe of tiring your patience | 
op zZ Ol 
And now, as to what you have ſaid in this con- 
troverſy; how it will be accounted of, another 


* 


day, J cannot tell, but to me it carries nothing 


of conviction; I am only ſorry, that your pen is 
not employed in a better cauſe, which you muſt 
certainly defend excceding well, that can ſay ſo 
much for a bad one: tho? your propoſition (in my 
judgment) had been as well defended, if ſome /e- 
dere, biting expreſſions (207 to call them by a harder 
name) had been omitted. And particularly in 
p. 68. where ſpcaking of the Trinity, you fay— 
That there are, our, two, and three, and yet, Hin 
PRNSTO “ there are not three, but one, in the ſame re- 
rea, that there were three before, I ſhall not 
take liberty to animadvert upon this uncommon 
Hight, but leave it to your ſecond thoughts, and 
calmer review. - And now, I hope, it will plain- 
iy appear, whether you or I have prov'd what 
we undertook to do, and whether your propoſt- 
tion, or mine, is agrecable.———_— “ , the gene- 
ral courſe of the chriſtian revelation, p. 62, 63. 
and which of our deductions from Scripture, are 
contrary to any doctrine expreſly reveal'd there 
—_— —— eu 


5 1 

I could make a recapitulation of what is con- 

tain'd in theſe ſheets; and farther add, in parti- 

cular, that no meer creature, was, or could be 
qualified, to be a fit Mediator, between an of- 
| Ended God, and fallen, ſinful man; but that it 

1 was abſolutely neceſſary, therefore, for this Me- 

4 + diator, to be both God and Man, with many o- 


n ther additions of very great importance, and 
I which would yet more and more eſtabliſh my 
| propoſition, but that I might not, too much, tire 


yur Rs. 1 SEES: 

And now for a cloſe, let us conſider (each for 
himſelf) what will be the caſe, with us, at the 
Great Aſſize, whichſocver of us ſhall then be 
pronounc'd erroncous in the ſubject of this ih 

ar zz cc... MMM. 
At that awful day, Jeſus Chriſt will be our judge; 

and if your propoſition be true, I have honour'd 
im more than was commanded ; but if mine be true, 
you have diſhonour d him very much, by caſting him 
that was God, upon the level with a creature and 
inſtead of honouring him as you do the Father, 

you deny him any religious honour, which you 

1 at any time give to the Father; and then I am 
1 | very ſure, that your's is the f dangerous fide of 
: the queſtion. For ſuppoſe I honour him more 
than is really commanded it is at moſt but a 
work of ſupererrogation, and following the letter of 

thoſe plain texts of Scripture, which are the ſta- 
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4 5 tute law of heaven; and ſo Iam under an i7v:incivle 
fo (and therefore a juſtifiable) neceſſity of n 
I on him, as I do; having no other law to direct 


me, I muſt neceſſarily believe, as that appcars to 
direct me, in the very plain letter of it; and the 
judge of all the earth cannot but do right, and 
will never condemn me, for giving him the ſame 
honour which I give to the Father, when I have 
his own direction for it; and that in words fo 
„„ 75 C 
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very expreſs, that if 1 muſt not take the texts re- 
lating to it, in their literal ſenſe, I never know 
what meaning, or ſenſe, to put upon any text 
whatever; nor hich to take in a literal, and which 
in a metaphorical ſenſe; for, as where there is no A 
law there is no tranſgreſſion; ſo where there is a 
Jaw, it can be no tranſgreſſion, to take its mean IG 1 
ing from the plain letter of it: and where there . 
is no tranſgreſſion, there can be no condemnati- 
on; ſo that if there was a poſſibility of my be- 
ing miſtaken 1 eternal eſtate muſt be 
fate, provided my works juſtify my faith, and 
when weigh'd in the balance, are not found want- 
ing; for I do not ſuppoſe that this faith alone will 
—. . 8 
And if my Saviour ſhould then ask me, ho 
doſt thou ſay that I am? and I ſhould anſwer, with 
| Thomas, my Lord and my God: and he ſhould con- 
deſcend to demand upon what grounds I build 
that faith? I might with great humility and ado- 
ration reply, that the ſacred Scriptures informed 
mme ſo; and lay, Lord, I not only find there, that 
thou didft lay the foundations of the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of thy hands, and that 
thou didſt alſo create principalities, and powers, 
and that all things were not only created by thee, 
but for tbee, and by thee all things conſiſt: that 
all the Angels are commanded to worſhip thee ; 


and, I find, that I am commanded to honour thee, 
even as I honour the Father, which honour can- 3 
not be paid thee, but by prayer, adoration, ang 


praiſe, which is due to God 9zly - that the writ- 
ings of all thy Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, witneſs 
tothy Divinity, and declare, that not only thou 
art the image of the inviſible God, but that thou 
art God over all, bleſſed for cver, the Alpha and 
 Crega, the Almighty : that in thee dwells the 
tulncis of the Godhead bodily, and that the 2 | 
| | ther 
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(59) 
ther and thou art one: and ſince thou didſt not 
think it any robbery to be equal with God, how 
durſt I, a poor, finful worm, think thee not e- 
qual, or rob thee of the Deity? and zberefore 1 
have worſhip'd thee, as my Lord and God. And 
beſides, I find alfo from the ſacred records, that 
thou ſearcheſt the heart, art omniſcient, omni- 
preſent, omnipotent, and whatſoever the Father 

doth, (without exception) that doſt thou likewiſe; 
and chat he that hath ſeen thee, hath ſeen the 
Father alſo, and that thou art the great God, the 
true God, and eternal life, &. — | 

And ſuppoſe now, that ſuch interrogatories 
and anſwers were really certain to occur at that 
day (as who knows but they may? for we find a 
dialogue of another ſort will, Mat. xxv.) And 
ſuppoſing that I have becn miſtaken in the mean- 

ing of the aboveſaid (and ſuch other) texts (which, 
jf we are ſure of the plain meaning of any words, 
is utterly impoſſible, or if theſe are not part of 
the ſacred Canon, we never can be certain of any 
being / I ſay, ſuppoſing all this, yet having 
no other rule for my faith, I ſhall not be con- 
demn'd, for not reading che text backwards, or 
taking it in a ſenſe, directly contrary to its very 
letter; but ſhall be "_ as ſafe, as choſe that 
have another creed. 

And 2 ſuppoſing on the other ade, chat 
the Judge ſhould demand of one of a contrary 
faith, * doſt 7hou ſay that I am ?- and he 
b ſhould anſwer, a CREATURE. And ſuppoſe it 


ſhould be farther demanded, why be ſ% believed? 


when the texts juſt now named, and a multi- 
tude of others, cvince the contrary, in the moſt 
plain expreſſions? and ſuppoſe, he ſhould ſay, 
becauſe, * that to him to ſuppoſe that the divine and 
« buman nature was ſo united, as to conſtitute one 
* pe, en, and Jet remain * difind natures, Was 

| * | | Kg 
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ce g doftrine that bad no foundation i in natural reli- 
C gion, and is either downright nonſenſe, and unin- 


„ nelligible, or dis e. Contrary to the common ſenſe 
cc of mankind, p. 70. And therefore, the texts 
abovenamed, "and all others, of the like import, 
are either interpolated, wrong tranſlated, or will 
bear a quite different ſenſe 3 and that there are o- 
ther texts that ſpeak of him ny as a Crea- 


| ture, Se. 


1 ſay, ſuppoſe che caſe ſhould / 0 /s happen, at that 


notwithſtanding, Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be really Go 


and man, as we have aſſerted, and do aſſert, how | 


muſt ſuch a perſon be confounded? how wall he 
tremble before his Judge, and his God?- 


will there be no difference? or will the rightcous 
Judge make none between the reaſons given by 
the one, and the other, for their faith? the Scrip- 
tures are ſo plain in this point, that he that runs 
may read them, and he that is willing to __ 
corrupt reaſoning to the obedience of faith, an 


_ revelation, may cafily underſtand them: therefore, 
to plead ignorance before our Judge, or farther 


to alledge, that zhis part of the ſacred records, 
were doubted of in /uch a century; and that in 
uch an age, ſuch @ text, or ſuch a part, was not 


own'd by ſuch a Father, or not found in /uch an 


ancient copy, &c. I ſay, ſuch pretences will be a 


too thin fig-leaf-covering, for infidelity. 


We have the ſure word of prophecy, 70 which we 
are to take heed. The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is 
what we ſhall be judg'd by another day, when 
human reaſoning will be ſtruck dumb. Then 


may Chriſt very juſtly ſay, as in Fob. v. 39, 40, 41. 


to all ſuch as denicd his Divinity, why did you 
not ſearch and believe the Scriptures, in order to 


eternal life, for thoſe are they which teſtified of me? 
But e u ould not come unto ire, hat ye mioht have 


life, 


” WwWP..G 2 ren 
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life, for whom the Father hath ſent (and who is 
one with him) ye believ'd not. 5 
The Scriptures are very plain relating to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and we are not directed to comprehend, 
N nor diſpute, but believe. I will not take upon me 
1 8 to prejudge, nor to ſay, how far the mercies of 


ö l A Chriſt may extend to ſuch criminals, at that dreads. 
Il day. Bur I deſire not to be one of that 


number. 5 „„ 
And to ſum up all, this will be the caſe a 


that day; he that mow believes in him, as God, 4 
if he ſhould be hen miſtaken (as to that point) F 


will (as to his eternal ſtate) be ſecure, when he that 
no denies his Divinity, if at that day he ſhould 
be miſtaken ! What ſhall I ſay? the 
beſt that 1 can think, is, that his ſtate is very 
_ doubtful and hazardons, if not deplorable and de- 
JJ Eo 
1 And it is worthy of notice, that we are to be 
ſav'd by grace, thro” faith: but faith depends not 
on an empty name, but hath reſpect to the nature 
of the perſon belicv'd in: no man can be faid to 
believe in God, that knows nothing of his na- 


— — 
n, 


— 


— ——_ 
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| ture, or denies his operations and attributes; nor 
5 can any man be ſaid to believe in Chriſt, that 
| _ denies him to be Immanuel, or God man, in one 


perſon; for in denying that, he denies his per- 
ſon, and removes the true object of the chriſtian 


flith, and introduceth another: and as none will 
ſay, but that he that denies the eſſential perfecti- 
5 


ons of God, denies God himſelf; ſo it will fol- 
low, that he that denies the Deity of Chriſt, de- 
nies Chriſt himſelf. ——As for example, ſuppoſe 
any one ſhould be fo mad as to deny, that God is 
holy, in ſo doing, he denicth him to be God, be- 
Cauſe holineſs is eſſential to his nature: ſo in like 
manner, he that chooſes a Chriſt, that is not 
God, and man, chooſes ſuch a one, as is not the 


z Chriſt 
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Chriſt of God; for his Chriſt is the Word, which 
in the beginning was with God, and was God, 


and, in time, took fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us; 


but the other is a meer creature, of man's own 


making, and deviſing, which the Scriptures of 


truth know nothing of“ 


And now, Sir, 1 ſhall leave all to your ſerious 

_ conſideration, deſiring you will pleaſe to remem- 

ber your promiſe made to me, before I began 

this task (viz.) that you would take no offence 
at what I ſhould ſay; and hope, I have not faid 
any thing that is unbecoming me to write, or 
you to hear, but have, thro' the whole, kept 
clear of all things that border upon indecency, or 
ill manners, and have, to my power, treated you 
as a Gentleman, a Chriſtian, and a Friend; and, 
hall conclude, with two texts of Scripture, wor- 


thy your remembrance. 


(..) He that believeth on him, is #0? con- 
_ demn'd: but he that believerh nat, is condemn'd 
_ alrcady, becauſe he hath not believed, on the name, 


of the only begotten Son of God, Joh. iii. 18. 


(2.) Theſe things are written, that ye might 


believe, that Jeſus is 7he Chriſt, the Son of God, and 


that believing on him, ye may have lite thro? his 


name, Joh. xx. 31. 
POSTSCRIP 2 


I ever you ſhould condeſcend fo far, as to give 
I me your opinion, of my arguments, I deſire 
an anſwer to this Query, (vig.) If Jeſus Chritt be 


only a Creature, why have we not plain texts 
of Scripture to tell us ſo? or to what end or pur- 


| Pole are all thoſe pompous expreſſions in the 
Scriptures, that declare him to be God? or why 


b Om 
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are they not laid down with ſome limitation, in 
the very texts themſelves?——theſe things had 


been very eaſily done, to avoid our miſtakes, in 
ſo very eſſential a matter, had he been a Creature, 
and no more, Sc.. ES 
And, methinks, there is one text, which, al- 
tho! very little taken notice of, is of very great 
weight. It is in J. liv. 8. and directly applied 
to Jeſus Chriſt, in Acts viii. 33. the words are, 
MN ho ſhall declare his generation? the interrogation, 
_ implies the ſtrongeſt negative. Who ſhall? that is, 


none can —We know his generation, both by 
Joſeph and Mary; and therefore, if he had no 
generation, but what he derived from them, this 
queſtion was exceedingly impertinent, and would 
be to ask that, as a very difficult matter, that was 
in its own nature fo eaſy, that every man might 
know it. The asking, who ſhall declare it, there- 
ſore, is, as if the text had poſitively affirm'd, that 
the thing was impoſſible; and it could no way be 
impoſſible, if he was only man; but it was utterly 
impoſſible (no man cauld declare it) as he was 
Cod. It is like that queſtion in Fob, already quo- 
ted, canſt thou by ſearching find out God? no! the 


thing is impoſſible. So here, who ſhall declare his 


generation? none can. They are both alike 2 


poſſible, and the impoſſibility of the laſt is, becauſe 


he is God; and fo refers to the firſt, who cannot 
be found out by ſearching, becauſe he is God over 
all, bleſſed for evermore, Immanuel, God with us, 
or God in our nature, whole eternal generation 
none can declare, any more than the Father's, be- 
cauſe he and the Father are one. And laſtly, we 
| ſhall do well to remember, that the Scriptures 


tell us, that in the latter times, ſome ſhall depart 


from the faith, 1 Tim. iv. 1. And that there 


ſhall be falſe teachers, who ſhall bring in damn- 


able bereſies, even denying the Lord that bought | 
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them, 2 Job. ii. 1. Nov what can be ſuch 8 4 : 


| departing from the faith, as to deny the Lord 
that bought them? and what can that denial be, 


but denying his Deity? for was that denial to be 
a renouncing Chriſtianity, it could not be call'd 
bereſy, but apoſtacy: and therefore to depart from 
the faith, in the ſenſe of the Scripture, is to de- 
ny Chriſt to be God, or thoſe texts are incon- 
| clufive; for no man can properly be ſaid to depart 
from the faith of Chriſt, that docs not either de- 
ny his Divinity, or renounce Chriſtianity; and 
fo by one of them, deny the Lord that bought 
him. Where the term hereſy is us'd, it neceſſarily 
ſuppoſeth a chriſtian church; and in ſuch a church, 
what is departing from the faith, and what is de- 
nying the Lord that bought us, if 3 him 


to be God, 7s not? you will pleaſe at your leiſure 


ſeriouſſy to conſider theſe things; and to remem- 
ber, Thar whoſoever denieth the Son, hath not the 
Father, 1 Joh. ii. 23. And he that believeth not 


the Son the wrath of God abideth on him, Joh. 


iii. 26. Which are texts well worth every Chri- 
ſtian's /erious conſideration , and fince you deny, 


both his Deity, and his imputed righteouſneſs, I 
beſecch you, how do you expect to be fav'd by 


him? if by him, in what manner? if not by him, 
how is he a Saviour? or to what end, or purpoſe, 


did he come into the world? 
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LETTER dhe II. 


. 


8 OUR letter and pamphlet came ſaſe, as 

_ alſo that other, from your bookſfeller; 
by which, your zeal for my information 
is very conſpicuous, and demands my 
thanks. The authors of thoſe pamphlets, I know 
not, but, as St. Paul ſaid in another caſe, fo I fay 


of them, HW "bat ſoever they are, it maketh nothing 
to me, for they woo ſeemed to be ſomewhat, added 
u.. 8 to me, when I converſed with them, Gal. 
ii. 6. I am tor the old rule, to the law, and to 
the teſtimony; ; and if they peak not according to 


5 


this word, it is becauſe there is no light in them, 


* 


Ha. vii 20. and therefore IG un them 


It was ſaid of the Go JJ 


ſo plain to be und- 05 tha il way Haring men, 
tho fools, ſhall err therein, //z. XXV. 8. Bur 
how can this oe true, if when plain texts are of- 


fer'd to our view, and hundreds of thor Witneſ- 


: ling te the ſame trach, we muſt underſtand them 
in a quite different ferſe, than what ther cx- 


preſs? does the Almighty lay ſnares for us? or are 


_ all his ways f juit and equal? but it icems verv 


ſurprizing, that firſt vou challenge me to prove 


my propoſition by Scripture, and then, When 55 


have done it, you fav, if it could be fairly prov 


from thc: ICC, YOU ſhould look u pon the new Te 
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ſtament as an impoſture, and reject it as ſuch. 


And I cannot help faying (with all due reſpect to 
Jour en as the Apottle docs to the Galatians, 


—_ p. 1. 6. J marcel that you are ſo ſoon rem 4 


tron bim that called you into the grace of Chrift, 
„cg another Goſpel. But whether an Angel, or 
man, endeavour thus to pervert us, the Apoſtle, _ 
(I.. 8, 9.) beſtows a double malediction upon them, 
and 1 VS, twice over, LET THEM BE ACCURSED. | 
And, Sir, that Goipe!, that declares Jeius Chriſt 


: to be only a L Cremute, is not that Gor pal V nich 


ON him to be Gn wy he Gone eſence with tbe 
Jer. Your Gotpel, and your Chritt, and my 
Goipel, and my Chriſt, are quite different, and 
can be no way reconciled:s God over all, and God 
bx inſtitution, cannot be the ſame: God by na- 
aſd and God by office, or crea: tion, are not the 
fame God. 
I cu tell me, in your letter, that my propoſi- 
tion, di rectly &\ erthrows the ſirit principle of na- 
tural religion (that there is but one Goo: which 
1 mult crave leave to deny; and lay, FORE ever, 
Nit the Apotilc aforemcntion'd, 2 Cr; F. 
that my Faith docs: not {ſtand in the w om of 
men What they think right, or how ther rea- 


n but in the power of God; * hat he is re- 
vecal d 10 be, 4nd V at e h: 15 dec lar od. he 18. 
IInow that this is not pe: aking, according to 


tac wiſdom, or way of arguing, og thoſe that 
cal thenicives the wife me n of this w orld, for it 
15 tne wi iſdom of God, ina mvicery. But I se- 
2e to argue, as one that is ro OUS, : ind built up 
in him, and citabiuh'd in the faith, as J have been 
ght in the Scriptures, which we kiow were 
5 by the Holy Ghoſt; fo that in them we 
mult find out tlie mind of God, by comparing 
5 12tual things with ſpiritual, 15 it. 13 


( 67 } 
And i: 3 ver obſcreable, that the Sir _ 
God did not {= ft to have the S TIptures penn d 


* 


in 2 philoſophical rain, but with STEAL NE: 


2 * . E — 
ot ſtile and SERA, 25 xt. do on PUTPHIC, rar 


; > 1 gy * 5 1 
the meant capacitv ro u Ertan, cipccially 0 
far A5 related 10 the peric 37, 01 Hces 5 AN cr Oz 

—ů TC . 0 — — 4 7 2 7 - 
1 PEAS creo „ 70 . to pre 


=" 


raps Vour le 2nd 9” bp authors vou ſer NE. da, 
e not the method defiant by the Hole 


" Th # 5 0 4 e e 5 

Choit, for that purpoſe. St. Pau, an intpir- 
3 1 CK 2 

e. writer, and ger (choir. cxpilac's this 


+ *  * ; "4 3 1 - 4 . 1 5 
way, 1 Cor. i. 1 - Ift men ſho>ul think, that by 
| 2 VVV 
cunn ig 2 rgume ms _— 484 v V% ID SISIN 248 Ye 435 


— 85 > * : * 
1 * — * — — 5 
a. NIN o Cit ab!! n 2 o mn * LE. 11 —— — 4470 — 
—— y! 94 - "»  « eh on * 3 TE. * 1 ” 3x 20 8 „ - 4 FR 2 
1 nnen Te mz OT-- TAL desen _— 
ur. 3 VVV 

Y . L 2 ** — — —_ Ley . _ wo - N * nr — _— — 
art A 1a + 4 US. — THI. 1. 341k ioft. ad _ ; — . * * ʒ— 4 — * > 


of the fimp!: No; be tod 2 Jil com 


. 4 - — 1 — 


met!) A; and te us, Tur Tac BORA as 
3 "td, + is fooliſhneſs,” 2nd that God hy chan 


* 1. = — — : a — - . — — - 
% F 3 2 1 . n 1 , 1 
( 711 1 N 4 14445 — 4 —— — HR — — . 4 — — 


— * 2 - « . "SHE — 
. hat no nd mou glu n E prend. 
« 5 * =» _ nw — - — 

* þ 8 * me = — 7 > = ©. 3 = . _— yy * 
(ViZ.) no man ſhould have cat 25 f, That n. 
F _- - - . * 2 © = 
myſteries of the Gotpa wax den nen to him, 

y EF <= Ee e ASE IPRS 5 

tor [115 philoloph:cal = 2130 DO, CLAQDACGBINE. 5c 
1 * * * ; oh — yy 8 - 

— naar „ = 23 

An! it k 11% 5 100 Mn. + bu ” © #S © $A — 2 LAST 4 * PIES 


- = 


ſo only to them that peri, 1 Ce. i. 1S. hien 
Gol torbidſh— ld | be ether vont r, or mine. 


Again, he quotes Scr. ite zan n way a: 
. 4 * = 
; * * 8 
1 r . 
rec a mun, wy and {1 l 7 - — 8 855 — * : - EIN 929 — 4 3 
I will det {troy the Wil of The wie, an, wal 


bring to nathing, the unieri3:ninsg ot i pu 

dent. 2: 
0 "HRT TE” Cr Mg 

As to that pamphict thx bers the neo on 


Cuonn, it mattcrs not, v. Berner dhe rr 
ous, or 1cal; but Ins arguments Waigh very ien 
"me; \W hat he drive: at, T2 wel ar 
ang ! by that way of iceaomang, we may. ns 
83 kc 


(68) 


Ces into SOME Deum. which, 1 thi nk, 
2 72 r rarurally ads ro. | the 


©, Veoh vour dookſeller feat me, dy your or- 
ET, A. Which be favs, 8 a full aanfrer to my let- 


ter, t Sces nt ſo much & touch upon the moſt 
ee Ser ptures Which I produc d. Some of 

ei gocs, but with tha: aatural | 

ft Ich, d terre, that, - 1. chi, R = t be. 

aiham'e or : p=ricularly the Rt of ren, and 
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the Neri was us can ans ibr Word was [ A) 
02; 2 ſhift {o your » That turelv, he would ne- 

ver have offer d at n, but that he had nothing 
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And a to the pamphlet, wrote by Philantbro- 


Agile « are call'd Gods, but a are ſuch as wor. 
ſſmip a {ſuperior Being, and ſuch as are therefore 
commanded to worſhip the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
but ro whom of them ſaid God, at any time, 

| Thou art my Son? my own, and ONLY BEGOTTEN _ 
Son? but our Lord Jeſus, is not only call'd God 
in a lax, or inferior ſenſe, but, the great God, the 


ue God, the mighty Goa, the only wiſe God, Gods 


fellow, and God, bleſſed 75 evermorez and one, = | 
whom 7be f 277005 of the Godhead d wells BoDiLx. 


Which fulneſs, vour author, Philanchropus, - 
would have to mean only, that fulneſs which the 
Apoſtle prays, that the Epbefians might be filled 
with, Epbe/. iii. 19. there call'd the fulneſs of 


God. But, Sir, the fulneſs there named, can 


with no propricty, or ſenſe, mean any thing more, 


ton a fulneis of gifts, graces, and manifeitations 
of God, which the primitive Chriſtians then en- 
jov d, and farther hop'd for. But, I conceive, 
that vou will not call this the fulneſs of the God- 
Sea, which is never us'd to ſignify gifts and gra- 
ces. bur aLwars, the Divine Eſſence. We arc 


indeed ſaid to receive of Chnit's fulneſs, but it is 


only grace, for grace, or a full meaſure of grace, 
from the fulneſs that is in him, which we receive, 


according to our capacities, as creatures; but the 
fulneſs ot the Godbead, we are not capable to re- 
ceive, nor that to be contain'd by us, nor dy ar 5 
other meer creature: the fulneis of res het ifts, 


aud grace, is one thing, dut che fulncts the 


Gouh=ag, is another. 
When the three children wer- dhe fiery fur- 


nace, and the heathen king ſaw = there, 


the Ppearance was ſo furprzingly Zlorious, and 


exceding all created Beings, that de could nor 
help ſaving, chat his form was like to the Son of 
God, and when the Centurion, at the crucifixi- 
on ot s don ot God, manuel in the fleih, 


aw 


% 


ſaw what convulſions nature was in, he was for- 


ccd to ſay, Of a truth, this was the Son of Col. 
Who told thoſe heathens, that God had a Son? 
or what form he had? Nebuchadneggar had never 
| ſeen him, nor ſo much as heard of him, nor was 


_ it agreeable to the heathen philoſophy, that God, 


a pure, incomprehenſible Spirit, could have a Son ; * 
and yet he could ſay, that this fourth appearance was 
like him! why did he not rather ſay, that the form he 


| there ſaw, was like the form of one of his own Gods? 
or why like the Son of God! ? why not rather 


like the form of A God? Surely, this muſt 

proceed from a divine impulle, and he was under 
a neceſſity to ſay theſe things, by the powerful 
Operation of the Spirit of God, like that falſe 
_ prophet Balaam, who was compell'd to bleſs, and 
propheſy bleſſings, to the children of //rael, when 
his heart intended the quite contrary. And now, 
Sir, by this fourth perſon, which Nebachadnes- 

Ta call'd the Son of God, I believe, that vou 
Four ſelf think it was really, and in truth him, 

that you call the very Son of God, and not his 

meer likeneſs: if you do, I argue thus; Jeſus | 
_ Chriſt being in the form of God himſelf, thought 

it no robbery to equalize himſelf with God: and 
then, as to be in the form of the Son of God, is 
to be the Son, ſo to be in the form of God; 1s 
to be God; for none can be ſaid truly to be in 


the form of God, but he that is really God: therefore 


Jeſus Chriſt is God, the conſequence is unavoidable. 
And now, as to the Contars ion, who neither be- 
liev'd in the true God, nor in Jeſus Chrift, nor 
any thing of the 8 Economy in the God- 
head, what mov'd him to fav, of a truth, this 
was the Sen of God ? Mat. xxvii. F4. except a 
tudden energy from the Holy Ghoſt, mov'd his 
tongue to ſav, what his heart did not before be- 
lizye? This Was the Son of God! but how? 
— | undoubtedly 


193 


undoubtedly So the Son, as to be of the ſame na- 
ture with the Father, or clic the Centurion's afſer- 

tion inferr'd nothing at all; for if by Son of 
God, he meant that he was fo, by creation, or 


adoption on), —all mankind are fo by creation, 


and many others as well as he, were ſo by adop- 5 


tion; therefore the Centurion, or the Holy Ghoſt 


by him, muſt intend by Son of God, /e Son of 


bis efſence, by an eternal generation, and thereby 
bore witne is to his eternal power, and Godhead. 
If he call'd him the Son of God, only as he 


would any propher, or holy man, why dia he 


not, inſtcad 5 laying, of a truth, this Was tht”. 


Son of God, rather lay, of a truth „ this was a 


great Prophet? or that a great, good, and juſt 
man, is this day fallen in //rac/? but why muſt 


| me needs fav, 77, this cas the Son of Gid ? how 


ze he to think, that God had, or could have 


4 Sons what philoſophy taught bim this? why 


did 2 not rather tay, with thoſe of Hara, Acts 


XIV. The Gods are come down to us in the 


likeneſs of men, and fo call him, as they did Pal 


and Barnabas, Jupiter, or Mercury? or ſome o- 


ther of the e Gods? but Why 77: Sen of 


God? not [a] Son of God, but emphatically, the 
Son, the only Son, the Son, thar 15 of the ſame 
nature with the Father: /e Son of God; not the 
Son of any of the heathen Gods, but the Son of 


the truc and livi ing God; and chis the Centurion. 


did not own ſingly, but the text lay 5 they chat 
were with him, did the fame. 

Sir, I take theſe things to be worthy your con- 
ſideration; when heaven and carth, angels and 
men and thoſe of the heathen too) own Jcius 
0 0 to be the Son of God, what are we, that 


e ſhould deny it? curſed is man t! hat truſteth in 


man, Jer Xvi. 7. But as to the Son bleſſed 


are all they that bur their truſt in him, E.. ii. 12. 


SS. 44 v-- 
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Whilſt men of faithleſs hearts, cunning heads, 
and fruitful fancies, laugh ar revelation, and make 
a God of their reaſon, and will receive nothing, 
_ even from God himſelt, that they cannot accom- 
mo date to their philoſophical ſchemes, let us re- 
ceive, and truſt in that ſure word of propheſy, to 
Which we are to take heed, as a light to guide 
us, thro' all the mazes of error and deluſion. 
The Scriptures, we know, were penn'd by holy 
men, as they were mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt, 
2 Pet. i. 19, 20. And we know allo, that the 
Holy Ghoſt is a Spirit of truth, which he coul!d 
not be, if what he has deliver'd to us for truth, 
in the Scripturcs, were not ſo, without the help 
of philoſophy, or cunning arguments of men, to 
J 0 
St. Paul tells us, that he has not ſhun d, to de- 
clare the whole counſel of God, A, xx. 2—. 
And we can deſire no more. Now to know 
What that was, we mutt recur to What ke avs 
in his epiſtles, and ſee tbere what he has deliver d 
concerning it. This, Sir, is a better way to ger 
information and ſatisfaction, than from all the de- 
bates, and ſtriving about words, amongſt men, 
who have many devices in their hearts; but the 
counſel of the Lord (which St. Paz! declares to 
us) that alone ſhall ſtand, Prog. xix. 21. And 
tho' men of learning may ſcem to darken this 
counſel, by words, without knowledge of the 
power, and wiſdom of God, vet it ſhall come to 
nothing. And ſince I have named St. Paas, I 
will trace him thro' his writings, and fee the d 
of the Spirit, as to rb countel of God, which 
St. Paul has reveal'd there, and which he calls 2 
myſtery, which, from the beginning of the world 
hath been hid in God, Erbe,. ii. 9. and is yet 
hid from many of che wiſe and learned men of 
this world, who will not allow any myſterv in 


b e 
.. gogclnels 
--"S 


and dechar's 1 to be the Son of God, with 


according to the Spirit of holiacts Ca e e 


| __ him to be before he had a dein 8. 
oftle of Jelus Chriit, #7 res, neither be 


1 


godlineſs at all, nor any unſearchable richcs in 
Chriſt. But ler us a little attend to St. Paz!, u 


inculcated this doctrine in all fs Writings; anc, | 


who ſays of Chriſt, that he is TIC | rig *arnck os 


his Father's gory, and the NP 1018 image or his 


perſon, Heb. i. 4, 14. 
Who 85 in the form of God, thought i 


no robbery to be cqual with God, P61. 
Can any meer creature be in the form of an i: © 


ſible God? what p dil fophy teacheth the doctrine 


Without controverty, great is the mv e or 


Oodlineſs, God © Tai manies ia de. Lee, I Tim. 


3 ho Was mage of the ſeed of D. id, accord 
ing to the fe or according to his human nature) 


me | 


© - 'D 
fo bis dare nature! Rom: i. 1 


He is the Lord from heaven, 1 Cor. xv. 4 


| BF OE . 5 8 
He 45 befcie all bing, prav mark the DAP 


y ku all 2:55 c , Colo. i. 17. If 


3 
_ * Wk. | D 1 
he was before all things, 5 cannot be a ay 


— _ 


unleſs 2 creature 5! oching, or uns vou Wil 
— aa; 


Mit but by lexus Chriſt, Gal. 1. Pray ob- 


ſerve! not of me, neither by ur / but bx Fe- 
ſas Cbrit, who is J[mmzrzzel, Go. Aich us or 


God in our nature. 


5 | = 8 2 
He is call d be gren Ge, 225 ter Sar, Je- 


4 (7 


Js Cbrit, Tu. u. 3. = 
And God of: 4 bie fed for enerizores, Rom. 
c 2 ww: b Rom. viii. 3, 32. 


And Atho' 02 2 qualified ſ{=nic Angels mar be 
called the Sons of God, vet to which of then 


fad he æ any time, Thou art my Son, chis diy 
hare I begotten thee? 225. 1 2, f. | 
ARE | 1 * 


"uy 
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ks E-: dnellerh all :be fal of tbe GodbeaZ 
Ba, Col. i. + v. not ſymbohcally CRE 
| ak bur 25 DA. . 
. Feed the Church of God, which Hr hath 
chaſed with his own blood, AA, xx. 27, 28. He! 
who? that perion who is God and man, od 
therefore had blood to ſhed : the ſerue 8 very 
Phu, and unless fo explain d, is nonkende..-- - 
1 ert beginning of E235, Of eng of Ae, | Heb. 

. therefore eternal. SE. 
mh Ane yejerday, ard 10 PI and for ever, 
Heb. Xii. 8. Ars WhO can declare bis genc- 
„ 

He dwells in is people heara by Faith, Tree ＋— 
. 

W bo are aall'd the teme 0; © God. 2 Car. Fi.16. 
E fills N Eher i. 18. Can acrexure 
do this” 
K 1 2 67 Bring- 75 big, ru = 
. . | 

Ie 6 he ont Ont; Tit _ 13. 

Ide ae Ges. and eternal Lf: 
Al things were reared by kim, ind the les: 
| Ca. i. 16, 1-. and by him cher all 1 5 
Wha! I rhings confift by 2 creæure? 


* 


EE . Soo pars 3 be Tera of 2 
Hed. 1 5 | | 
Orc! by bis own power, it 15 not Q by 
2 power dern d to him from God bu b. 
2. — — of the Faker 5 
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=; = ef be cn of be bears, 1 Cor. 
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1 7 and the £ Sr born of crary creme, ich 
my be more ruh render d, be Das before 42 
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cation from no leis than twelre epiſtles of 
td Erect . v bo herein declares to us tbe 
er GUT Gaz, in this important article of 

cur tanh, a uo to prove this truth, brings 
mam quotat:oas out of the old teſtament, which 
ider I may not tie your patience, I omit z but 


ther are all upon record in his ms. 
which I ret you. 


Now, Su, be pleas d to give me leave to ask 


vom this * == If Jetus Chriſt was not 
propotly anc truh God. to what purpoſe does 


| the Apotiie produce all theie teſtimonies; and is 


* 


Words m any one of the named texts, or 

Dr ching ro Side us into a Contrary belief? 
der ” he ame E IP De feem's to boaſt of his 
O perrœmmecs, Aving, that he labour d more 


* 


DD than 21 Me Tos es, 1 Cor. xv. 19 


He cxplams hic, and iavs, 37 mo? , bur the 


gr ot Go which was with ever when 


de never Pars IN z Caurion,. To prevent our mi- 
ng his words : und; not ſo much as 
r. in u ot The tens before recited. 

IE Carift w meer Crratrre, chere could be 
no ran T0 r, = the Apoſtle does, item tbe 
at cxrizmatter, that he God over all, bleſſed 


S= r=. T. would have been much more eaſy 


. For the Apo to ir, N he was a ſunerangelict 


3 


died tor cer, and m dre caſv for us - 


20 dehere, ani which x behoved rhe Apoſtle to 


80 A 2 ber do prevem our running into er- 


s come Dmg bim. Bu: he ſars, oe aus e 
S niacume/” er freech, 2 Cor. ili. And, 


N. kar de Wirtes 35 Nas, We are to un- 
= hm. ia that plas wat, in which he ex- 


Fred MI, er cli he will be to us as 2 Bar- 
11 


h 9 


fo carxzul 2 to do n., not in ore, but in every one 


or ks epiſtles? and chat without 3 the 


EE 
* 


Freaks of Chriſt, in the moſt cxalred ſtrains, 


; —— —̃ CGG OO | 
« 
a 


1 4 


barian, and may as well peak tous in an unknown . 


1 


He does not ſ ay any where, take hecd, leſt you 


_ miſunderſtand any of my phraſes, or expreſſions, 
concerning Chriſt ; which ſurely he would, had : 
any of them carried a ſecret, or contrary meaning 


But he ſays, Berare, left any man ſpoil you through : 


 philiſo ophy, and vain deceit, after the rudiments of 
| the world, and not after Chriff. And then he adds, 
For in bim devells the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. 

Here is no caution againſt believing that the God- 


head dwells in Chriſt bodily, but againſt pbiloſo- 


| phy, and the rudiments of the world, or rules of 
human reaſoning, to prove divine truths; as if he 
| Had forcſcen, that men would deny the Deiry of 
_ Chrift, and ad believe nothing that is reveal'd; but 
what they could pb:1o/ophically prove, or narbema- 
tically demon rate. But favs he, beware of ſuch 


pbiloſonby, for it is <ain deceit - and take this truth 


upon. my word, Jcius Chriſt is God, (=:2.) in 
bim dwells the Goabead PRs and be is Ged over 


all, bleſſed for eder more. 
Agun, he lays, O Tres! 3.—22 id not YN 


pr DPPARE, bur cars N and oppoſition of ſci- 


ence, fal eh call g. which ſome profeſſing, bade 


erred from the tzrutb,. 1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. Now 
what can this oppoſition of ſcience be, bur at- 
tempting to prove the myſteries of the Goſpel 


philoſophically, or by ſchoobh- arguments, which 
when they fail, there is an oppoſition of ſcience? 
revelation oppoſeth philoſophy, and philoſophy 


oppoſeth hat, which the profeſſor, not being able 


to reconcile, falls from the faith, or errs from the 
truth, becauſe he cannot demonſtrate the myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel to his reaſon, or reconcile them 


to the laws of diſputation, which in this matter, 


are but vain babtiings; and whether this be the 


| real meaning of that tert or nor, I an fue it 


may 


(53) 


may 1 ſo explain d, and with great probability 
doo. 
When St. Paul was orexching at Athens, none 
oppos d him like the philoſophers, who, no doubt, 
_ argued then, from the fame principles that the 
Friars do www z and upon the whole, affirmed, 
_ that be ſcemed to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange Gods, 
| becauſe he preached to them, Jeſus, and the reſur- 
tectien; a doctrine quite contrary to their philo- 
fophv, and indecd, to all the wiſdom of the world 
which is all but fooliſhneſs with God. 


But why did he ſeem to be a ſetter forth of 


range Gods ? for altho' the reſurrection was @ 
. auge doctrine, they were not fo abſurd as to take 
it for a God! and if not, who were the ffrange 
Gods? 
then how could he be 'Gid to be Gods? as to that 
we may obſerve, that altho' in the inſtitution of 
boptiſm, Father, Son, and Spirit are named, yet 
_ afterwards we find, that diverſe were bepriz'd i in 


why truly, it was Jeſus Chrift But 


the name of the Loa Teſus; and tho” Jeſus is only 


there named, no doubt bur it was in the name of 


the acred Three, for th:/e Three are One. So 


here, altho' it is abs fd that he preach'd to them 


Ius it is very probable, that he who preach'd 


up his divinity to all people every where, did not 
ful to do it here; and told them, that he was 


Cet +774 fer ever, equal with the Father and 


_ Holy Ghoſt - from whence thev might infer, tho? 
 3220ranth, that he ſeem'd to be a ſetter forth of 
f auge Gods, and a ſtrange inference it was! but 


fech 25 Sar the reſult of their phils/ophy. Who- 
ever truly preaches Jeſus, does not preach his bare 


name, but intends thereby, Fant Packt offices, and 

2rtribures; and as he is related to the Father on 
| the one hand, and to fallen man on the other, 
ſo St Pauls preaching Chriſt at Athen —includ- 
ed che whole ſcheme of faly ation by him; and 


parti- 


1 


SGS ods.— 


JFC 5 
particularly, that he was God, but he muſt in: 


clude the Father and Holy Choſt, or how could 


they ſay, he ſet forth range Gops? it would elſe 


have been a f'range God, in the ſingular, and not 
Bur this, I offer only, as a firoug pro- 
_ bability, and bring it to ſhew, that philoſophy 18 


„ ſuſbcient to prove the truth of reveal'd re- 
| ligion. | 


And to o conclude, it forms: altogether impoſe bl. 
that any creature could ſatisfy divine juſtice, for 


the fins of man: the Scriptures ſav, that withozt 


Hedding of blood, there is 10 remiſſio on of / f „ Heb. = 


„ 


And chat it was not poſſible for the blood of bul s 
and goats, to do it, Heb. x. 4. No; nor if we. 
ſhould give the fruit of our body for the fin of 


our ſoul, Mic. vi. >. fo that no meer creature 


ſecm'd capable of the undertaking. And it is 
ſaid, that be wonder d that there <w25 no inter. e er, 


IIa. lix. 16. Then ſays Chriſt, Sacrifice, and f- 
fering for fin, t bau would} not, bus a body bas tho 
prepared me. In burni-offering and ſacrifice for fn 
_ thou hadft no pleaſure. Then ſaid I, Lo I come, it 
do thy will, O God, Heb. x. 5,6, 7. au /o by ore 
: n he perfectel for ever them that are ſan7i5ed. 
He muſt be God and man, to be a fit Mediator 
between God and man; no other could be a fit 

days-man, to lay his hand upon br, but he that 


took of both natures. | 
And thus, Sir, I have finith* 4 what I incend- | 


ed, and beg you would ſeriouily conſider it; for . 
by both the books vou ſent me, the tenth part ot 


my former letter is not anſwer'd, and where 
it is at all attempted, it is very little to rhe pur- 


oſe, ſo that my arguments remain unthakeng 
— had 1 your leave, I know not bur I thould 
vemure to refer the diſput e, to better ro than 
my . 


hne 
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I have apt more into the controverſy, than 
erer I delign'd, and from my beſt enquiry, the 
reſult is, to follow good St. Pauls advice, Col. ii. 


6. A I bade recei'd Chrift Jeſus, to walk in bim 


__andif I periſh, I ſhall ſav as Joab did, when he 
laid hold of the horns of the altar, 1 Sill dye 
bere. Whilſt I live, I ſhall contend for that faith, 


that was once deliver'd to the ſaints, and not de- 


ny the Deity of my Saviour; and when I dve, I 
8 ſe, by divine grace, to commit my foul in- 
to his 22 Bands; let others, who think their 
works ſufficient to fave them, truſt in them, for 


That purpoſe, 1 know that wire are but as dung; 


my own 


- rightcouſneſs as filthy rags: the 
moſt 


be of grace. 


righteouſnels, \ which is of the law, but that which 


is thro” the faith of Chrift ; the righteouſnels 


which is of God by faith, Pöl. ui. 9. 


And now, ou, pardon me, if 1 fax, that I : 
fear you ſtudy only cge ſide of the argrment - for I 
Think aſſuredlv, that it 35 utterly pl N 


man to be an Ariax, chat gives himſelf liberty to 
read what has been wrote 2gainſt it with an un- 


Prejudiced mind. I mean, If he would take the 


Scriptures for his guide, and not try by his bi- 


 Joſopby, whether thoſe be true or not: for as rich- 


es, on the one Fand, make it ſo very hard for a 
man to enter into heaven; ſo worldly wildom, 


human learning, and philoſ ophical reaſoning— 


I fear, often do it, on be o:ber. Hate any of 
2 ralers, or of tbe Phariices 4 believed on bim? thoſe 


wile and learned men? why no truly; for not 
many rich or noble, are cither effectually call'd, or do 


N believe; iT 82he poor of this world, and 


Mg 


ſaint is but an unprofitable ſervant, 

aud has nothing to boaſt of, but his ſalvation muſt 
4 I hope I know in whom I 
have believed, and deſire to be found in him both 
at death and judgmen: not having on my own. 


(1 


3 excceding happr, if my dim candle could 
afford you any {zebr. Bur we have the voice 


q — — = 0 . Li 
* — * 5 5 p A 6 . + 
KC. Ns —_— 5, — 0 * 4 


(6315 


the urlerned (generally ſpeaking 5) that are rich 
in faith, and hears of the promiſe of eternal life. 
W bilſt thoſe, that will try their faith by, and 
ſubject it 70 their reaſon, are often juſtly ſtript 
of their faith, to ſacrifice to their reaſon, and 
judicially blinded and harden'd againſt all re- 
velation. But, Sir, I hope better things of you, 


alrbough I thas beat; and ſhould think my 


of Meg, and the prophets, of Chriſt and his A- 


poſtles, and of God the Father himſelf, to guide 
us, not only into THis, but into every aber truth. 
Let us hear them, and attend to the mind of that 
Spirit chat ſpeaks in the Scriptures to us, Who is 
2 Spirit of truth: and if we will not hear his 
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